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Straightway ? 
By Ellen E. Chase 


TRAIGHTWAY, dear Lord, let me rejoic- 
ing greet 
* Fulfilment, daughter of Desire, most sweet!” 


. Nay 5 ‘he who braves the ranks of silent days, 
' Not mindless grown of goodliest heritage, 
Of conquest large, a knightlier strife doth wage 
Than he who storms the heights of God’s delays,” 


Norwicu, Conn, 
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Uselessness of Mere Exercise 

Active, energetic service is not always the way to 
power. Exercise builds. up health only when it is 
carried on under right conditions. If a man exercises 
vigorously in.a place where he cannot breathe pure air, 
and without taking nourishing food, he is not going to 
thrive for long. So of our service for Christ. Many 
a Christian worker who is keeping busy in various 
forms of good works seven days in the week wonders 
why there do not follow the spiritual results that should 
be expected, and why a growing power in the life that 
is kept so busy does not appear. The reason may be 
found ina lack of nourishing spiritual food and of 
‘*deep breathing exercises’’ in pure spiritual oxyger. 
In other words, we must take time, much time, to feed 
upon God's Word in personal, meditative Bible study, 
and to breathe in spiritual life through unhurried times 
of private prayer, personal and intercessory, if we would 
gain by our exercise and activities in the service of the 
Kingdom. If this intaking of power fresh from God 
has not a prominent place in our daily program, we 
must not expect our outgo of service for him to count 


for much. 
a 





Under the Stars 


A long look into the far reaches of God’s universe 
is a great cure for our pettiness. We fuss and fume all 
day. long over the struggle on our. ant-hill of an earth 
and. then quite to. our own surprise in the clear still- 
ness of a starry night we have ‘suddenly risen out of 


the littleness of it all into kinship with universal 
order and the stillness of stellar space. So it befell 
when a little group’of persons with a problem were in 
fevered discussion out under the starry sky. One be- 
came silent, then another, then another. The problem 
was not solved. It had simply ceased to be. God 
was over all. If he could hold the comet to its ter- 
rific course in that crowded field of whirring worlds, was 
his skill inadequate to the adjusting of the grains on 
the ant-hill? The perspective of the heavenly order 
had replaced the near and narrow views of seeming 
earthly chaos. To many a troubled spirit an hour 
under the stars will bring quiet confidence for the task 
of the morrow. Why not let our thoughts range along 
the. star-lanes? From such journeys we return in 
sanet mind for the plain duty God has given us todo. 


x 
The Control of Eye-Gate 


Eye-gate may swing wide for a welcome to all 
comers, or it may be closed at will to the evil visitor. 
A man who was troubled by evil suggestions coming 
into his soul-life by way of the eye was seated one 
day where the passing crowd was continually before 
him. Face after face in the throng told its story to him. 
He determined that his eyes should be under control, 
and he set himself to see what he could of the Christ 
in the faces of that crowd.. Soon his mind was free 
to think thoughts of his, Master... The faces as they 
passed seemed to speak to him of struggle and victory, 
of ‘Christ indwelling in the personalities before him ; 
and too, of the need of Christ in the lives that by the 


outward appearace were untouched by his tender 


lové. So through eye-gate came by that resolute con- 
trol less and less often the haphazard visitor of evil 
thought and more and more the welcome visitors of 
thoughts of the indwelling Christ. A crowd on the 
street may remind us of what we will. What we see 
in the crowd is what the crowd would see in us. 
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The End of Minimums 

Christianity is a grasping thing : it demands all 
there is of us, or it will have nothing to do with us. 
Those who do not respond to its demand for uncon- 
ditional surrender find that they are cut off from shar- 
ing any of its real blessings. One who attempts to 
let a little of Christianity into his life will find sooner 
or later that this is not permitted, and, if he persists 
in the attempt, he is likely to end in being disowned 
by both Christianity and its enemies... There was a 
historic example of this : ‘* what was Judas Iscariot 
but a minimum Christian ?'’ asks President Robert 
Ellis Thompson in his volume on ‘*The Apostles as 
Everyday Men.'’ Many who would recoil from the 
suggestion that they are even in danger of treading 
Judas’ path are nevertheless dabbling in the very thing 
that worked his: downfall, when they seek to have the 
companionship of Jesus and divide their allegiance 
between Him and. interests that are not His, Com. 
pleteness seems to have been Jesus’ injunction when 
he said, ‘*Ye therefore shall be perfect.’ Let us 
seek the maximum service: of: ‘our. Lord; or frankly 
disown him altogether, ‘ 


Is Christian Salvation Unreasonable ? 


WO kinds of salvation are proposed to us to-day : 
salvation by character and salvation to charac- 
ter. The former is the old legal salvation by 

works. The latter is the Christian salvation by grace. 
The alternative is as old as the gospel. According to 
Paul it is as old as Abraham, as old indeed as Cain 
and Abel. In one view we achieve salvation ; in the 
other we receive it. According to the former we earn 
it. According to the latter it is a gift to us. Which 
view is reasonable ? 

However reasonable the idea of salvation by char- 
acter may appear it is not practicable. And both 
careful thought and actual experience show that it is 
neither practicable nor reasonable. How can that 
which is the end to be attained be also the means for 
its attainment? And where, as a matter of fact, is 
the man who can say that he has found this method 
feasible ? There is not in all the wofld a man with a 
self-saved character, not one whose character entitles 
him to present himself as a model or illustration of 
self-redemption. The best men are the most humble 
and self-distrustful, least willing to set themselves up 
as of any worth or desert because of any accomplish- 
ment of theirs in the production of character. Thus, 
as in the days of the Pharisees, the men who would 
save themselves by their own achievements spoil the 
work from the outset by the same principle of radical 
error which vitiated the whole Pharisaic ethical 
method. The essence of salvation is a victory over 
sin, which no mah ever won, or can win, in his own 
strength, and its truest mark is a beauty of humble- 
‘ness which repudiates all regard for self. If the 
Christian salvation is not reasonable we are in a bad 
way, for the other kind is impossible. 

But Christian salvation is not unreasonable. On 
the contrary, in the first place, the ideal of it is the 
only ideal that can take care of the necessities of our 
situation ; in the second place, it is'a fact which we 
are .witnessing’ every day; and in the third. place, 
while we cannot:go very far into the theory of it with- 


out getting beyond our depth, the central principle of 
it is the only rational and practicable principle. 

It is the only ideal which can take care of the 
necessities of our situation. As soon as we have 
come through upon our real souls, and measured our- 
selves over against the perfect, and have begun to 
reach not only the unconscious. dereliction, but also 
the weak or wilful defections, a sense of shame comes 
upon us, so deep in many men that they feel a manly 
acceptance of damnation to be the .only possible 
course for them. But such feelings can only last 
where the soul hardens and comes to despise its true 
destiny and desire, and they give way in sensitive 
spirits to a noble penitence for what is recognized to 
be the guilt of sin. We want to have that lifted from 
us. That is our first great need, but it is not our 
only necessity. We are conscious of. being caught in 
a powerful clutch, ‘*‘ When I would’do good,’’ said 
Paul, ‘‘evil is present with me."’ The momentum 
of habit, the waywardness of desire, the gravitation of 
the brute in us, give to sin a fearful grip upon the 
mind and will. We want this broken. Where is 
the strong deliverer who will shatter it for us? We 
look for him. He is not in our character. That is 
where the very forces are found which ‘need to be rent 
asunder and overmastered for us. This is our second 
necessity. - And even with this power of evil broken 
we are left undone. The strength of sin shattered, we 
are left weak men. The will of God must be done, 
not merely suffered. How can we doit? There is 
work to be finished before the night cometh. The 
beauty of holiness and the fruits of righteousness are 
requirements of the Christian character. We must 
find power to produce them. This is our third great 
necessity. And lastly we need a fellowship richer, 
more penetrative, more understanding, than any 
human friendship can supply. We want God. No 
denials or skepticisms or naturalisms can do more 
than conceal a want they cannot eradicate. Our 
heart and our flesh cry out for the living God: These - 
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are the needs of our situation when we recover our 
souls. Only the Christian ideal of salvation covers 
them. It was designed precisely and conclusively to 
provide for them. ‘ 

And the fact that it does provide for them is a fact 
which we are witnessing every day, - We do not see a 
single man saving himself by his character. We con- 
stantly see men making strong use of their will and 
battling manfully against temptation or difficulty, and 
winning splendid virtues, but when the only resource 
of such men is their own will we always find them 
either ignoring certain great moral and spiritual prob- 
lems altogether, or, in case they discern them, utterly 
failing to cope with them. And even in the best of 
such achievements there are wanting deep undernotes 
of tenderness and humility and understanding, re- 
sources of patience and of power,.a.sense of things 
_beyond things and yet within them and, indeed, save 
so far as it is reflected upon them from the lives of 
others or the forces of Christian sentiment in the 
world, just that which is distinctive, precious, and in- 
dispensable in the Christian salvation. And this is 
what we see when we take salvation by character at 
its best. But how seldom we find it at its best, as 
Saul of Tarsus, for exampie, represented it, or, better 
yet, as Gamaliel or Socrates! In practical life salva- 
tion by character amounts at its highest efficiency to 
the practise of some of the Ten Commandments plus 
some Christian charity, but the virtues which are not 
-in the Ten Commandments, but which are in love, in 
purity of thought and desire, in true perspective of 
life, in forgiveness and service,—these are not self- 
generated. And sin is not eradicated by the soil 
which produces it. But we do see daily the triumph 
of the Christian salvation over sin and its production 
of character where: there was no character at all or 
where what character there was was inefficient and frail. 
There are thousands of saved men who know nothing 
of theology or. psychology, but who can say with the 
indisputable evidence of personal experience, ‘‘One 
thing I know, that whereas I was blind, now I see.’ 
The man who has been saved by the Christian salva- 
tion will be the.Jast.man to claim. perfection of attain- 
ment. ‘I, count.not..myself yet to: have appre- 
hended,”’ is-his.word,,.* but,I follow after.’’ There is 
in him: the; principle. of .a living, power producing in 
him by the humbling .and: creative might of God a 
new character.:(It)is the-presence of such ‘men in the 
world: that »gives it} wherever: the Christian: salvation 
is known, a-radically néw ‘tone. 

And itiis natural and inevitable that it should be so, 
for the Christian salvation embodies a distinct and 
transforming principle, the only rational and practic- 
able, andi yet the constantly despised and rejected 
principle of salvation by grace and not by works, of 
salvation ‘to character, not by character. If men are 
to be saved at all it must be by God's goodness, and 
not by their own merit. A thoughtful missionary in 
India who has sought to take up the most sympathetic 
attitude toward the religious ideas of India has re- 
cently written of his entire despair of men when once 
the idea of salvation by merit has possessed them. 
It is an idea absolutely deadly. The history of India 
and of all niere self-culture philosophies shows how 
deadly it is. It is deadly because it rests on folly and 
falsehood. The only possible salvation must be a 
salvation from the pride and untruth of salvation by 
personal merit. The man who thinks so much of his 
own character as not to be ashamed of it has a lost 
character. The genuinely bad man knows this. So 
dues the genuinely good man. ‘The peculiar doc- 
trine which has passed into Europe under Luther's 
name,"’ said J, A. Froude, ‘‘is known as Justification 
by Faith. . . . As originally proclaimed by Luther it 
contained the deepest of moral truths. It expressed 
what was, and is, and must be, in one language or 
another, to the end of time, the conviction of every 
yenerous-minded man."’ It must be so because only 
love so great as to be utterly undeserved can save us, 
doing in us the work of purification, of humiliation, 
of new creation and ennoblement, of invigoration and 
development which is Christian salvation. 

Salvation is too big a thing to be within any man's 
power, Yet it is within every man's reach on one 
condition, namely, that he will accept it as a gift and 
be true to the Giver. What we cannot do, we can 
have. We cannot make a character, but God will 
make one in us. Our very inability is God's oppor- 
tunity. If God were not involved, it wouid be other- 
wise ; we could then work out our own salvation. 
Only in that case there would be no salvation worth 
speaking of, the end of it all would be gone. . The 
very ideal of it would dry out and decay. But intro- 
duce God, and at once salvation becomes the restora- 
tion of the soul to him and the only power of salvation 
becomes his power, who will do for us what we can 


-see the desirability of 
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only attempt to do for ourselves at the cost cf increas- 
ing God's task in saving us. 














Christian Living 


A prominent Christian worker whose ministry to _ 


others is greatly blessed recently sent to the-Editor, 
among others, a series of important questions on 
some of the problems of everyday life, which, while 
intended primarily for the help of new converts, .are 
nevertheless worthy the study of all. The questions 
are given herewith, together with some suggestions in 
answer that may prove suggestive to readers as they 
follow out still further, for their own profit, the lines 
of conquest opered up by the queries, igh 

1. What do you regard as the wisest counsel to give: con- 
verts, to enable them to meet successfully their temptations ? 

2. What advice would you give them as to dealing with 


ow gy which may arise regarding essentials of the Christian 
t 

3. What devotional habits do you deem it essential that they 
form, and what ap eens hints would you give them as to the 
formation of such habits ? : ee te 

4 How would you e the matter in order to lead them to 

ntifying themselves with the church ? 

5. Would you encourage new converts to engage in Chris- 
tian — ; and if so, what forms ot service would you recom- 
men 

6. Please give any other: practical hints- or cautions which 
yest experience may have taught ~ are calculated to help 

old converts true to their ue 

7. What in your judgment is the best pamphlet, leaflet, ar- 
ticle, or book, to place in the hands of young converts? 


1. Decline to ‘‘ meet. temptation’’ by crowding 
their life so full of. service,—the kind of empowered 
service that can come through the Spirit only by com- 
pleted and maintained surrender to Christ,— that 
temptation will have a minimum of opportunity to 
get in and force.g fight. Crowding temptation out is 
vastly safer than fighting it ; Pe 

: It helps also to. study our failures, whenever we 


; make them, in order. to see just why.and how we 


failed. Follow the train of circumstances (that ended 
in failure) back until we locate the first, seemingly 
trifling unwisdom that started the trouble. . Then 
pray, and guard against a repetition of that ‘<trifle,”’ 
so that the big failure may not get a chance at us. 

Speer’s ‘‘ How to Deal with Temptation ’’ is one 
of the best books on the subject. Amos R. Wells’ 
‘* Help for the Tempted "’ is most stimulating, with. a 
wealth of definite suggestion. Henry Churchill King’s 
‘« Rational Fight for Character’’ deserves its standard 
reputation. 

Prayer, prayer, prayer ; prolonged, persistent, pas- 
sionately earnest prayer is, after all, the only way 
out. ‘*How to Talk with God,’’ by ‘‘A Veteran 
Pastor,’’ is rich and stimulating in prayer-guidance. 

2. Devote just as little attention to such doubts as 
they possibly can. Doubts will seldom be reasoned 
away ; they are often lived away. Get into service ; 
put into action all the beliefs that one does hold, and 
concentrate energy and attention upon these. Doubts 
thrive on attention ; they waste away and die ina 


_ life that is honestly serving to the limit of its knowl- 


edge and powers. 

Try living as one would live if he had no doubt on 
the point in question. This course, honestly and 
persistently followed, has led from doubt into light. 

H, Clay Trumbull’s ‘* How to Deal with Doubts 
and Doubters’’ is helpful. 

3. It is difficult to conceive of any better plan than 
the ‘‘Morning Watch*"’: meditative Bible reading 
and prayer, absolutely alone and free from. interrup- 
tion, for at least thirty minutes at. the start of every 
day. <A good practise (in the Morning Watch) is to 
read the Bible through (chapter or portion of chapter 


daily, taking only as much: as one can profitably . 


digest, and sometimes re-reading the same portion 
the following day), from Genesis to Revelation. In 
this way one is sure to come upon rich passages in 
unexpected places that he would certainly miss if he 
were reading on any less comprehensive plan. 

Of course, prayer before retiring at night. 

The only wa; to form such habits is. by; doing the 
thing. We should not be surprised if. it, is attended 
by almost insuperable difficulties. We should not be 
discouraged if concentrated prayer is.one of the, hard- 
est things to accomplish in our life.: The harder it 
is, the more we need it. If it never grows -easy, still 
we need it, and shall profit by it as.we can, from noth- 
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ing else. The most spiritual and power-filled persons 
testify to their continued difficulties in prayer. 

» 4 As a matter of ordinary fairness and loyalty. 
The Christian who :stays ouf of the church is doing 
_ what he would probably do in no other relationship 

in life. The church is the only assemblage or organ- 
ization on earth of Christ's followers,—all other 
’ Christian izations are made up of Christian 
church-members, To stay out of the church is to 
deny the gain to ourselves and others of co-operation 
fora common end, The more weakness and incon- 
sistency there is in the church, the more reason is 
there for every honest person who sees and dislikes 
such weakness to ally himself with the church and 

.seek to counteract that, ets ae 

It must, of course, be made clear that personal 
goodness or Christian attainment never qualifies any 
one for joining the church. The convert has already 
declared his need of Christ as Saviour; when he 
joins the church he manfully allies himself with those 
who confess to the same need. The church is not a 
collection of ‘‘good’’ people ; still less a collection 
of people who. think they are good. It is a body of 
see who know that they are, in and of themselves, 

opelessly evil, and who because of this conviction 
have thrown themselves on to the love and mercy of 
an omnipotent Saviour, knowing that their only hope 
for salvation and half-way decency lies.in him. They 
find comfort and strength in banding themselves to- 
gether in the name of their common Saviour. Is it 
because one counts himself beneath these persons, or 
above them, that he will not join the church ? 

Charles E. Jefferson's pamphlet, ‘* Why One Should 
Join the Church,"’ is good, So is Ernest Bourner Allen’s 
leaflet, ‘‘ The Church Membership Question ’’ (Wash- 
ington Avenue Congregational Church, Toledo, Ohio). 

5.. They must engage in Christian. work if they 
would hold any blessing that Christ has’ given them. 


* The simplest, readiest at hand, and always present 


opportunity is personal witnessing for Christ to indi- 
viduals, . The ‘Big Brother Movement’’ is. admir- 
able in. its simplicity and effectiveness, and sound in 
_its basis of friendship and personal touch. Sunday- 
school. work is fundamental and always available. 

6. We must not be deceived or discouraged by loss 
of the deep feeling which we may have had at first. 

’ jis. absolutely unimportant in. the Christian 
‘life... We are:heré to.do God's will by serving. others, 
whether we feel like it or not. The enlisted soldier on 
‘duty. is not asked about his feelings. We do not need 
to. feel right inorder to do right, but we are likely to 
feel more nearly right after we have done right. 

Don't get so filled up with Christian service that 
the devotional and prayer-life gets crowded out. We 
shall do more by doing enough less to allow God full 
opportunity to talk with us, search us out, and keep 
us close to him. 

7. G. Campbell. Morgan's ‘‘All Things New"’ is 
strong. So is Charles E. Jefferson's ‘‘The Next 
Step.”’ . S. .D. Gordon's ‘Quiet "Talks on Power’’ 
has proved itself with scores of thousands, 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers . 


OD of all grace, Former of our bodies and Father of our 
spirits, have compassion on our emptifiess. The world 
is full of thee, and only our hearts.seem vacant. Voices 

from thee reach us, faint and vague, as if from the distance. 
Thy majesty shines in the morning sun, and thy grace adorns 
the blooming plain ; but our hearts remain dull to impression 
and empty of joy. Our spiritual senses are so inert; We do 
‘ not respond to thy touch ; or if we respond, it is only by child- 
ish curiosity and momentary sensation. We only say, ‘' The 
day is warm, and forget, and pass on, not knowing that we 
have seen God face to face. ‘We open thy Book, and find 
nothing. ‘We listen to thy truth, and only.yawn. We hear 
the ery of a child, and merely frown. We do wrong, and feel 
no regret... . O Father, make us alive! So fill us with thy- 
self that the glow of thy righteous “mere shall transfigure 
our faces. Set our hearts aflame with longing, out minds hun- 
gering and athirst for truth ; and let our entire life, quickened 
_ and alert, respond swiftly to thy rppence in all persons and all 
events. ‘Take possession of our breasts. Cure our emptiness 
and barrenness. Make us sensible of majestic meaning in the 
panorama of passing occurrences wherein thou dost veil and 
reveal thyself. Let us be no longer mere infants with feeble 
hands, unable to grasp life's tools, and with dull souls that 
cannot feel its noble ardor, Make us men, with every faculty 
tense, and every moment freighted with usefulness. ake us 
more really thy children, partakers of the divine nature, com- 
rades of the Infinite, sharers in God’s t purposes and tasks, 
armed with thy power, thrilled with the sense of majestic op- 
portunity, vibrating to thy téuch, and transmitting thy life to 
all who touch us. As the throbbing air silently conveys thy 
sunlight to the darkened earth, so and more forcefully let our 
beating hearts and willing hands convey blessing to the needy 
wherever we walk. ;.. Bring our whole ‘life up to the level of 
our highest moods, So transform us that our deepest longings, 
which thou hast generated within us, shall control our constant 
habit... . We great things, for thou art a great God, and 
hast so bidden us to pray as thine own sons and daughters. 
No longer let any common thing seem trivial, or any common 
day inconsequential. Awaken and nourish our souls to mora} 


largeness, and equip our lives with spiritual power. 
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‘M1. HER RELATION TO THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
HAT ‘the Sunday-school ‘has no relation whatever 

to vast numbers of girls in-their teens is a‘ fact 
apparent to any one interested in the girlhood of 

that period. And it is a fact of tremendous signifi- 


cance. It means that at the time when the religious 
sense is keenly responsive, when the mental faculties 
are alert, when the physical is asserting itself with all 
its power for good or evil, the girl in large’ numbers 
is not getting definite, systematic instruction from the 
best Book of ethics, morals, and religion -that the 
world has known. She is not being brought face to 
face each week with questions that have to do with 
her own welfare, and that of the world, nor is she 
being led to think definitely of her personal relation 
to the church and its work for mankind. Unless she 
is in some way led to think along these lines all the 
‘myriad little interests that call to her from the outside 
world slowly crowd out the more’ real ‘and uplifting | 
thoughts and influences, 

No gitl can afford to lower her ideals or-even to 
allow them to become tarnished. Life apart - from 
centact with religion in some form seems to do that. 
Men, in later years, seem often to recover the ideals 
lost during their teens ; women never do. 

So even a glance at the problem shows one that the 
first thing for the Sunday-school to do is to establish 
a relationship between itself and the multitudes of 
girls in their teens. - 

The best way to do this, as any teacher knows, is 
to keep a strong hold on the girls who have'been reg- 
ular in attendance up to twelve years of ‘age. With 
these girls as a nucleus, it is easiér to make definite 
effort to gain new members and to make the'class so 
attractive that they will stay. — 

In the first place, the Sunday-school'as a whole 


‘makes a great difference to the girl in her teéns: ‘She 


likes’ enthusiasin, the impression ‘that the school is 
‘popular'with its students, that indefinite atmosphere 


which makes her know that pupils and teachers alike ™ 


enjoy the hour and come because they want to. A’ 
superintendent who is popular with’ young people, 
who is thoroughly likable, is almost indispensable in 
the teen age. The Sunday-school: choit with’ fort- 
nightly rehearsals, if impossible to meet oftener, is a 

“great help, and after a year or two of training will do 
splendid work. I have in mind a school where the 
organized choir meets only once a month. The music 
for the next two Sundays is practised ; those who are 
to be soloists or those to sing the duets are ¢hosen ; 
light refreshments are served by the committee from 
the choir, and a most enjoyable evening spent. The* 
regular attendance of the choir at Sunday-school has 
been remmarkable,- and a number of new members 
gained. . The same methods can be used with a Sun- 
day-school orchestra when there are enough members 
who play the various instruments, 

The girl in her teens enjoys and responds to the 
well-arranged program when the -prayers and re- 
sponses and whole order of service is dignified and 
impressive. © Just watch the college girl and her 
younger sister in the preparatory schools at chapel 
and you can read her response in her face. She en- 
joys variety, too, and the program which remains in 
use so long that afier three years’ absence she could 
come back and go through it exactly as it was when 
she left, is not the kind likely to appeal to her. 

We have seen in our previous studies that the girl 
in her teens is in love with real life. She likes people, 
and the Sunday-school lesson must discuss real peo- 
ple and present problems if it is to deeply interest her. 

I was present recently in a class of twelve girls about 
sixteen. Nine members of the class were supposed to 
be ‘‘heathen,"’ and three girls were to tell any one of 
the parables as if for the first time to these people, 
anxious and curious to learn of the Christian faith. 
The interest was very real. — After the telling of each 
parable the class discussed it and what it would mean 
to a people hearing it for the first time.  ‘* The Sow- 
ing of the Seed,’’ «* The Good Samaritan,’’ and ‘‘ The’ 
Ten Talents’’ were told.. At the close the teacher 
told very vividly of an experience of a dear friend of 
hers who sat one day in the great plaza.of a. Mexican 
city, and told the story of the lost coin to a Mexican 
woman who wore a bracelet of old and curious coins. 
The story of the response of this Mexican, who heard 
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- What are some of the. things that a.teacher can do 

- to hold the interest: of the girl in -her teens ? Miss 

‘Slattery is very definite in her answers to this ques- 

tion, And she tells, too, how the school may be 

conducted so. that the girls will ‘‘ come because 
they want to.”’ 





the story for the first time, made a great impression 
upon me as upon every member of-the class. The 


‘teacher-then appointed three girls for the next week 


to tell any one of the experiences of Jesus on his 
preaching tours as they would tell it to a group of 


. factory girls not interested, who had neglected church 


for years, and almost forgotten how to pray. Several 
protested that such girls would not listen; and the dis- 
cussion as to their needs, what they had to help them 
live pure, true lives, what had made them careless 
and indifferent, was brought to a close by the quiet 
question of the teacher, ‘‘ Do these girls need Christ 
or his teaching?'’ They said ‘* Yes,’’ with convic- 
tion, and in answer she said, ‘‘ Then there must be a 
way to tell what he said and thought so that they will 
listen; perhaps next Sunday one of our girls will find 
the way, and I have a most interesting story to tell of 
a splendid factory girl who found a way."’ 

That lesson did so many things for that class of 
girls. It made them think. First they must be able 
to tell the stories Christ told, The class in discussion 
had to think of the adaptability of the story to the 
people who needed to hear it, and of all it could mean 
tothem. They felt the joy of the one who had the 
privilege of telling it to the Mexican for the first time. 
They said themselves that the great army of girls in 
our factories need Christ. They were to think for a 
week on ow his words might be brought to them. 
The lesson was left with anticipation-for next week's 
story. It was a type of what every lesson should be. 


It connected the past and present ; it touched life in 


their immediate surroundings and in the uttermost 


‘parts of the world ; it gave opportunity for original 


expression, and it léd to discussion. It reached some 


‘conclusions, It appealed to the imagination and emo- 


tions, and closed with a desire on the part of the pupils 
to talk more, and know more, and to think more. 

Perhaps in years to come we shall have good courses 
of lessons, six or eight weeks in length, which will 
help the teacher to do just these things, dealing 
always with 4/e and always with Christ as the great 
helper and redeemer of man in his struggles to live 
aright. 

It makes little difference where one starts in the 
discussion of public school or Sunday-school prob- 
lems, he always comes back to the teacher. After all 
has been. said, the teacher is the greatest forge in 
establishing and maintaining a close relationship be- 
tween the girl in her teens and the Sunday-school. 
‘*Ways and means"’ are necessary, and to critics of 
the so-called ‘‘machinery'’ of the Sunday-school I 
have only one answer—unless I can get a pupil to 
come, I can’t teach him, Absent and irregular pupils 
receive no benefit even from the finest of teachers, 
and any legitimate ‘‘means’’ by which a pupil may 
be induced to come, and a regularity of attendance be 
established, we have a right to welcome and use. But 
after the pupil has entered and become regularly en- 
rolled it is the ¢eacher who is the stimulating, guiding, 
and holding power. Just how to analyze the charm 
of personality which attracts and holds the girl in her 
teens is impossible, but there are certain things which 
the teacher must do that we may discuss. 

She must. remember that the girl in her teens has 
‘*grown up,’’ and that she is very conscious of it. 
One must be more her friend than teacher. In the 
earlier years every Sunday-school teacher really in- 
terested in her pupils, calls freely inthe home. When 
the girl reaches the teen age, she must ask permission 
to call. **MayI call on your mother ?’’ often opens 
the way for a special invitation or at least gives the 


‘girl an opportunity to make the invitation cordial, or 


to let it be known that for some reason she prefers not 
to have «lier teacher call. I remember one girl of 
‘sévenfeen who never gave me any encouragement when 
I suggested calling, and I respected her wishes. One 


“day whén ‘she was very ill; the mother asked me to 





come, The girl had always dressed well, was intelli- 
gent and refined, and would have been supposed to 
come from a family of comfortable means, I found 
it to be a home of real poverty, where the father, a 
nervous wreck struggling with diabetes, was unable-to 
work, and the mother was obliged to assist. Even 
with the seventeen-year-old-girl giving every cent she 
could spare, it was a hard struggle. The girl was 
proud and reticent ; she had not wanted me to know, 
and I was glad I had not come until she was willing. 

That day when she was ill and discouraged she was 
willing—she really needed me. 

There are many times when for reasons akin to 
this, or others entirely different but equally good, a 
girl prefers to have her teacher see and know her 
apart from her home, Every woman who under- 
stands girlhood in the later teens respects such a 
wish, 

The teacher's home should, if possible, be always 
open to the girls, and they should feel free to come. 
Sometimes it is not possible, and then the cosiest 
corner in the smallest church parlors should always 
be available. 

As the girl approaches the later teens the Sunday- 
school class should become more and more a place 
of training for service. It has been my experience 
that after seventeen many girls prefer to work in Sun- 
day-school rather than remain as pupils. If the girls 
express such a desire, or show particular willingness 
to act as substitutes, to help in the music of the ele- 
mentary departments, or to tell stories to the begin- 
ners, such a desire should be recognized and an op- 
portunity given a girl to test herself under supervision. 
The Sunday-school should be constantly preparing 
assistant superintendents, directors of music, secre- 
taries, and teachers. Material for the teachers’ train- 
ing class is found in classes in the later teens. 

Some of the most loyal, responsive, and ‘successful 
teachers of pupils from nine to twelve I -have found 
in the boys and girls of the later teens, While they 
lack mature judgment and discretion, they have en- 
thusiasm and desire to succeed in any undertaking. 
If the Sunday-school is constantly training such help- 
ers as assistants, and testing them as substitutes, then 
the changes that are bound to come in the teaching 
force of any Sunday-school are not so disastrous, for 
some one will be ready to supply the need. 

As has been hinted in previous studies, the Sunday- 
school should lend valuable assistance in making the 
church a social center for the young people who need 
it. To be of a real vital interest to the girl, the Sun- 
day-school must touch her every-day life. It does 
that through the social side of its work. The organ- 
ized class, giving socials, entertainments, enjoying 
lectures and music, picnics, trolley parties, skating 
or camping, has a decided influence for good on ail 
the members. I know of one such organized class of 
girls eighteen and nineteen years old which met three 
times a month for an entire year. They met one week 
‘* for fun,’’ the next ‘‘to go somewhere,"’ or ‘* to hear 
a talk,’’ or ‘‘ to sew and read, and talk if we want to,"’ 
and the third for a ‘‘sing,’’ to which they invited 
members. of the boys’ classes, All these meetings 
were popular, well attended, and have meant a strong, 
united class with a splendid spirit. 

- The girl in her teens needs the Sunday-school be- 
cause of the help and uplift which its teachings are 
bound to bring to her. Even if she belongs to a class 
in its early teens which is given over to the giggles, to - 
wandering thoughts, to all sorts of asides in more or 
less noticeable whispers, to the continual admixtures 
of the Bible lessons and the events of the week just 
passed or to come,—even though as is often the case 
with the American girl, she is thoughtless enough to 
forget to be even reverent or courteous, still it pays for 
her to come. She gets something,—often more than 
we think, 

And the Sunday-school needs the girl in her teens, 
It needs her devotion, her enthusiasm and eagerness, 
her close touch with both the real and ideal in life, 


that it may keep its balance, stay in the real world of .. « 


need, and not walk far afield by paths of theory. The 
Sunday-school has awakened to its need of the girl, 
and now at its door lies the task of making her feel 
more and more her need of it. 

FircHBurG, Mass. 
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Home Reading for. All ‘the Family 


The Laugh Factory 
By Jean K. Baird 


HERE were four in our party. Our staterooms 

had a communicating door through ‘which only 

a very slender person could pass. But Provi- 

dence had been our friend. We were able to get 
through nicely. 

Sue and Hannah were the stiffest of Episcopalians, 
while Edith and I were t'e bluest of blue-stocking 
Presbyterians. Edith was fearful. She predicted all 
manner of dire things that might happen. We had 
laughingly agreed that all her ill omens would come 
to pass. 

We were to reach our destination at seven o'clock 
in the morning. Long before that hour Edith awoke. 

‘Something has happened,”’ she exclaimed. 
'* This boat is not going.’ 

** Maybe it has grown tired. Let it take care of 
itself, and come back to bed."’ 

But Edith, going to the window, bemoaned and 
bewailed that trouble of some sort was about to hap- 
pen. 

*¢Get your faith in better working order, Edith,"’ 
said Hannah, ‘‘If you were born to be hanged you 
will never drown,"* 

‘*Go back to bed. and get to sleep,’’ cried Sue. 
‘«]’'m paying for the privilege of a bed to sleep on, 
and I'm going to sleep if you will keep quiet long 
enough.”’ 

Thus discouraged; Edith went back to bed. We 


fell asleep. It'seemed but a few minutes until Han- 

nah opened her eyes and looked at her watch. It's 

eight o'clock. They have forgotten to call us."’ 
Hurriedly dressing, we went on deck. It was 


almost nine o'clock now, bat we had reached no- 
where, and stood jn the ‘midst of the water grounded, 
and within a few feet of danger lights. 

For a time thé Hew ‘expefiénce of being stranded 
kept us from feeling, the tediym of our position, . By 
noon we felt tired and “hungry. Ours was a night 
boat with no preparation’ madé for sérving breakfast. 

Steamers passed us, threw out cables, which 
snapped as a tightly-drawn silk thread would have 
done. Then they passed on, leaving us higher and 
dryer than before, for the tide was now ebbing. 

The disposition of the passengers now began to 
show itself. Some were irritable and complaining ; 
others were fretful or sullen. There was no pleas- 
antry or brightnéss among the whole five hundred of 
us. We sat apart in little groups and glowered at 
each other. We had lost our breakfast and dinner, 
and had missed railroad’ connections, and we were 
not bearing it with good grace, 

Suddenly from the deck aft came the sound of a 

bag-pipe, or horn and bags together. Then came 
marching through the saloon a great big, handsome 
man, inviting us all to move to the fore-deck. All 
the while he sang out in a cheery voice : 
This way, ladies and gentlemen, this way. One 
of the greatest shows on earth is now about to open. 
Free performance on the grounds immediately after 
the parade.’ 

It was silly, to say the best of it, yet it answered its 
purpose. It did just what: he wanted it todo. It 
made us laugh, and aroused us from our selfish sul- 
lenness, ' 

As one we moved forward. On the fore-deck he 
had cleared a space for the performers. He sang 
first, and then called upon any one on whom his 
glance might rest. Every one took his requests with 
good grace, and responded with good-will. There 
were clog dances, solos, recitations, and five-minute 
speeches, all interspersed with choruses by the com- 
pany and audience. 

Every one was laughing. Hannah, who had been 
the glummest of the glum, fairly gasped as she said, 
** I’ ve laughed until my side hurts me.'" 

** Every face was aglow with fun. Before we were 
aware the six o'clock chimes rang, and, looking about 
us, we-saw close at hand an empty steamer, to which 
we were to be transferred. 

The last three hours had passed all too quickly. 
We looked about us to thank our ‘* Laugh Factory,"’ 
as every one had named him. His man was busy 
over the baggage. The man himself, now interested 
in personal affairs, was dignified and retiring. 


We concluded that he was an actor, a humorous 
lecturer, or a writer for the funny papers, for of such 
an order his afternoon’ s had been. But 
the man with his luggage put us right. ‘He's the 
biggest yrs and mine operator in this continent. 
I'm one of his superintendents. No, he's generally 
serious, I never saw him act like this before." 

Because no occasion before had demanded his 
cheer and humor. But this day, and the tired, sullen, 
hungry folk had demanded life and brightness, and 
he, putting himself and his own feeling from him, 
made the day a happy one for five hundred of us. It 
may seem a trifle ; but to my mind it is no trifle to 
give three hours of brightness to one person, not to 
mention five hundred, 

Renovo, Pa. 


The Flowers That Came in Time. 
By Zillah Foster Stevens 


VIGOROUS knocking! Then the kitchen dete 
pushed open, to disclose Mary, my washerwo- 
man. 

‘«] can't come to wash to-morrow. I've got to go 
to a funeral: —my chum’s little girl, little Lena.’’ 

A big, raw-boned, carroty-haired Irishwoman is 
Mary ; yet with gentleness of heart as genuine as the 
roughness of her hands she told the story of little Lena 
and the flowers. 

Lena's way in life had not lain along flower- bordered 
paths. - Flowers did not belong to life at all in her experi- 
ence. What belonged to life was work; work, ‘and 
want and worry and—worse things. Yet, by a merci- 
ful provision, the hands and heart of Lena, that had 
cracked and bled at first in the struggle with work, 
and the worse things,-—grew: hard - and callous afer: 
while, and did not feel the huft so much. val 

: There: was no father now. , ‘There had been once,+«: 


a father who had lived vielently;: till he diedviolently.> 


After that happened, life became less cruel for Lena 
and her mother-and the litte boys ; bati it was still hard, : 
harsh, bare. 

Lena’s mother, with Mary, her chum, scrubbed 
buildings in the city parks. -That meant’ thirteen. 
hours a day away from home. — ‘‘ It’s agood thing'I’' ve 
got somebody to leave with the little boys while I'm 
away,’’ said Lena’s mother. -«‘ Lena's a big girl now, 
—eleven, goin’ on twelve, —plenty big enough to see'to 
cookin’ for the boys, and ’tend to the’ house and ‘the 
work, and to have my coffee ready when-I get home. 
And she goes to school, too.’’ 

So busy Lena,:in the one basement room that was 
‘thome’’ fer four, cooked meals on the little low. gas- 
oline stove ; made the two beds, did dishes, and swept 
and scrubbed the ‘‘house.’’ Wash-days she got up 
early, so that she could leave the clothes on the line in 
tha babetnene by the time she went to school. 

Monday night it happened. Almost seven o’ clock 
it was, time for mother to come ; and her pot of coffee 
boiled fast and furiously over thegasoline. Somehow, 
as Lena whisked about in that crowded room, a flame 
from the low little stove leaped out and snatched the 
hem of her calico; and Lena, flames streaming high 
over her head, rushed screaming into the windy street. 


Poor little burned shoulders! Poor little back and 
limbs! She could lie only on her hands and face ; 
and she had lain so, not daring the agony of moving, 
from Monday night till Sunday. © ‘‘Great exhaustion, 
the dector said, ‘‘from shock and pain.’ ‘The little 
thread of life seemed ready to part. 

Sunday afternoon the school-teacher came carrying 
a message. Not words,—and'for that the school- 
teacher was thankful. Words forsook her utterly at 
the piteous little sight. The school-teachet’s message 
was flowers—a bunch of pinks was all ; but such 
flowers Lena had never touched nor thoaght to touch. 
‘¢ The little girls in your class sent them,”’ the teacher 
succeeded in saying. 

The weary, weary little face, lying sideways on the 
coarse sheet, took on a look of scared wonder : 

** For me—"* in a sobbing whisper, *‘ those flowers 


for me,—now ?*' 

For answer the teacher laid the pinks’ beside the 
wondering, frightened face. 

One hand—what alittle, little hand, to be so cracked 





and forth toclasp the flowers. Over 
her anguished eyes she spread their fresh coolness ; 
across her rigid lips she laid their sweetness, to breathe 
it in, and in, Then. again little Lena questioned trem- 
blingly, 

‘* For. me,—/for me,—now ?"’ 

The teacher. bent close to, hear thenext weak words : 
“#1 didn’t think such nice flowers could be for me,— 
now, —because’’ —for a little space there was an aching 
silence ; then the pitiful, pain-broken little voice 
poured out its quivering protest against’ the way of 
the.world that waits, when it has sweetness to send. 
I thought, —oh! | thought,—I thought you'd got to be 
dead before anybody’d ever send you any flowers."’ . 

She.grew quiet soon, and lay still, her fingers cling- 
ing, clinging to the precious flowers, Glad content 
smoothed out the paln-wrinties from her brow and 
face. int ’ 

‘* Ain't it nice !"" breathed little Lena. .+‘ Ain't it 
nice that you don’t have to wait till you're dead to 
have somebody send you flowers ?"’ 

A happy shining was in the eyes that had been so 
hot and anguished,.,. Then the lids drooped, drooped, 
closed over the shining, and shut it in safely forever, 
as, she passed from pain into peren. 

an. — Ma, 
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The Philosophy of Abou Ben Adhem 
By Henry A. Bomberger ; 


EN come and go, philosophies rise and fall, 
science staggers and stumbles, but the cross 
- Still stands. 


The, only missing link that .man needs to: be con- 
corned. about is above him—not.below him. 


° Trué € piety is is not ‘pulp, but’ power. ' am 


"The: conly: freeman: is the: man who i is’ vaveunid hand 
-_ foot ‘by: his obligations to God: and humanity. 


"He who knows how to serve knows how to be served 
—and that man is, most served who serves most. 


Prayer: without the thing prayed for is ordinarily far 
better than the thing prayed for without Prayer. 


Disunion is disruption and..death. When the 
branches part company they are no longer branclies 
but brush. 


When men come to a sincere acknowledgment of 
their indebtedness to their fellow-men, the indebted- 
ness of their fellow-men to them is many times in- 
creased, 


To make money is not nearly as bad as to be rich. 


The world. needs a divine person rather than a 
human policy, synthesis rather than analysis, a con- 
crete man rather than an abstract philosophy. 


Genuine religion can stand transportation, neither 
does it require Pullman sleepers, refrigerator cars, nor 
police protection. It never deteriorates in transit. 


The most abject serf is the bloated bondholder who 
boasts that he owes no man anything. . 


The origin of life may be found by loolitiig out, not 
in, —by looking up, not down, —with a een but 
never with a microscope. 


The Christian church is a good gies to be buried 
from, but a better place to be born in. 


In the great crises of life Jesus Christ is an all- 
sufficient school of philosophy, the only perfect scheme 
of social economy, the only flawless system of theoloyy. 


No man works as hard as the man who, does not 
work at all, But unremitting toil is everlasting rest. 

Disobedience was the first sin. It is the first sin 
still, and the last sin.’ -It is all there is of sin. Dis- 
obedience is disagreement. Disagreement is division. 
Division is death. 

Knowledge is not mighty except in the doing of the 
thing we know. 


To a redeemed man, life is just one grand thing 
after another. 


Baa, Pa. 
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A Practical Ohio Plan ' 

E Ohio. Sunday-school ‘Association, in connec: 

tion with its State Conventions, publishes daily, 

at the expense of the Association, a four-page 
Convention ‘‘ Bulletin '’ (2,000 copies), and freely dis- 
tributes this to the delegates each evening of the con- 
vention. An experienced paragrapher is employed to 
take notes on every ory Siavabe of the convention. These 
include brief extracts, outlines of addresses, pithy re- 
marks, forceful expressions from the speakers, and 
such notes as a wide-awake observer and listener 
would catch in his note-book to use in making-a re- 
port of the convention to his. home school, The 
annual report of the General Secretary is printed prior 
to the convention in the same style and form as the 
Bulletin, is given a number, and is fitted into the con- 
vention series as one of the regular issues. Thus at 
the Springfield Convention four ‘‘ Bulletins’’ were 
distributed. The last contained six pages. When 
the delegates return from the convention they carry 
with them eighteen pages of printed notes, which en- 
ables. them at.once to prepare a correct and fresh re- 
port for use in the school, or for: presentation to 
churches or township conventions. A more complete 
convention report later appears in the Ohio Sunday- 
Sunday School Worker, but the ‘* Bulletin’’ plan en- 
ables the delegates to make immediate use of conven- 
tion. material in the field.— Zhe Rev. Joseph Clark, 
D.D., General Secretary Ohio Sunday-se ool Asso- 
citation, Columbus, Ohio. 
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An Adult Class Evangelistic Campaigr 


FEDERATION called the .‘‘Good Citizens’ 
League,"’ composed of more: than’ three? hun- 
dred men from the organized Bible Classes, and 

a revival in which almost four hundred persons con- 
fessed their acceptance of Christ'as:theit Saviour,’ are 
two features in the religious’ history of Grove City: 2 

An organization of the young men and boys into 
the ««Christian Workers’ Association,” and’ a renewed 
awakening among the church niembership, has’ been 
greatly aided by.the organized.men’s Bible classes. 

In July, 1908, W. D. Stem of Ashland, Ohio, came, 
through the request of the Sunday-school superintend- 
ents, and gave a talk to the men of the town on 
‘*Class Organization’’ and ‘*Civic Righteousness,”’ 
The outcome has been the organization of a men’s 
class in each church, together with organized: young 
men’s, young women’s, and married women's classes 
as part of the Sunday-schools, 

While all these classes have grown remarkably, the 
men's classes have grown since their organization from 
less than a score to a membership of over 300 men. 

The Sunday-schools have increased greatly in the 
same time. One school with an average attendance 
of about 250 increased to over 450. 

The revival services were under the auspices of the 
men’s Bible classes, with ministers of the town and 
the president of Grove City College. 

Many daily prayer-meetings were held, and each 
night for three weeks the Rev. J. A. Parsons, the 
evangelist, preached:to crowded houses.. During the 
last week the business houses closed one hour each 
afternoon except Saturday, and the men held prayer- 
meeting in a theater. The outcome was a great re- 
vival of religion. The young men and boys have 
since organized a ‘‘Christian Workers’ Association."’ 
They have a reading-room, and several evenings a 
week prayer-meetings and instruction in Christian 


. work, The young men have certain evenings and the 


boys the other. This association is under the super- 
vision of the men’s Bible’classes, and they have a 
representative there each evening. The influence is 
of the best. The boys are kept off the street and 
from its influences. 

The object of the Federation is ‘‘ The Moral and 
Spiritual Uplift of Grove City and Community.’’: Any 
one assenting to this object is eligible to membership. 
It is under control of an Executive Committee, con- 
sisting of president and two members from each or- 
ganized men’s Bible class. Each class has equal 
representation, and must have at least one member at 
each Executive Committee meeting. 

The committees are appointed by the president. 
The members of the committee working against local 
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immorality are unknown to any but the president and 
the other members of this committee, but have the 
moral and financial support of the League. 

Surely the organized class has done much for the 
churches, Sunday-schools, and moral welfare of this 
community.— William S. McKay, Grove City, Pa. 


How a Parade Impressed a City 


HE one absorbing ambition of my youthful days 
was to enter West Point as a necessary step to 
service in Uncle Sam’s army, but my parents 

being otherwise minded I had to content myself with 
the organization and command of a company of boys, 
and later with service in the National Guard of Penn- 
sylvania. It has also been by privilege to command 
several large political clubs otganized on military 
lines, but not until the night of October 14, 1909, was 
I called upon to lead such a host as marched through 
the streets of Harrisburg to the inspiring strains of 

‘««Onward, Christian Soldiers,’’ and other familiar airs. 
With the enthusiam born of a righteous cause, those 
in charge of the arrangements for the men’s parade— 
a‘ feature of the state Sunday-school convention— 
assured me that thousands would be in line, and that 
one town would send at least 1400 marching men. 
My experience in many parades had made me some- 
what doubtful ‘as to the actual turnout, and the 
chilling, intermittent rain of the early evening in- 
creased doubts as to the success of the demonstration, 

But neither rain nor damp streets nor any ordinary 

drawback discouraged those men. They had made 
up their minds to march, and march they would. Not 
the least inspiring feature of the whole wonderful 
procession was the swinging cadence of many men who 

had frequently marched: with mein political or mili- 
tary organizations, . They ‘saluted while passing in 
review. with true soldierly spirit, and. a marcher with 
one deg wae as enthusiastic as his: fellows. with two. 

. It was.no milksop caravan ; no mollycoddle aggre- 
gation of impractical religionists. That host was 
largely made up of men with the scars of life's battles 
upon them. They claimed for themselves no saintly 


prerogatives or superior righteousness, but, marching - 


shoulder to shoulder before their fellow-men, declared 
to the world their need of co-operation in trying to 
help themselves and others. 

‘Uncle Isaac, an old-colored friend, said the next 
morning : ‘‘ Robert Raikes, leaning over the parapet 
of heaven and looking down upon that great host. of 
men, must have exclaimed, ‘Glory to God!’"’ 
‘Thoughtful business men, men of the world, if you 
please, have said to me, not once but frequently, since 
that- remarkable parade: ‘* Mr. Chief Marshal, you 
are to be congratulated upon that fine spectacle. It 
meant more than a mere procession, It is bound to 
result in lasting good for Harrisburg and the whole 
state."' A good woman, watching the great children’s 
parade on the following day, said it was fine, but the 
marching men had affected her as no parade had 
ever done. ‘‘It was grand to see those men show 
their colors,’’ said she, ‘‘and I can’t tell how I felt 
as those thousands marched by.’’ 

When Governor Edwin S, Stuart, splendid man 
that he is, was told that several hundred men were in 
the reception room at the Capitol, and wanted to pay 
their respects, his emotions almost overcame him as 
the volume of song from the waiting throng filled his 
office. Many incidents of this kind might be men- 
tioned, One of the striking impressions made upon 
my mind as I entered the auditorium after the parade 
and looked over the great audience of men was the 
presence of many officials and prominent employees 
of the'state government. Side by side, singing lustily, 
stood the State Treasurer and the Assistant Attorney- 
General. Men in all the walks of life took part in that 
service and remained until almost eleven o'clock to 
hear a discussion of the work of the Man of Galilee. 

It is hardly possible to attempt to analyze the results 
of that remarkable parade and its widespreading effect 
upon the men of Pennsylvania. I have marched in the 
inaugural parades at Washington and in many civic 
processions, but no demonstration ever left such an 
impression upon my mind as that of the Sunday- 
school host. I believe it means a change of front‘in 


the attitude of men toward the Sunday-school cause. 


—E. }. Stackpole, Harrisburg, Pa. 








Remarkable Advance in Bible Class Work 


REAT strides have been made in the Adult Class 
movement, as will be seen by the appended 
statistics of classes announced by Superinten- 

dent W. C. Pearce of the International Adult Depart- 
ment. 

During the quarter 2,699 classes were enrolled from 
thirty-six states and provinces and: thirty denomina- 
tions, We have passed the 15,000 goal by 240 
classes, which is indeed a most encouraging reeord, 
and prepares the way for securing 25,000 classes 
by the time of the San Francisco convention in 
IgiI. 

It is easier to tabulate and report the number of 
classes than it is to estimate their power or value to 
the work of extending Christ's kingdom throughout 
the earth, Every one is organized. They are. orga- 
nized Bible classes. A splendid, unselfish, ’ neroic ser- 
vice must necessarily follow. We are therefore not 
surprised when we hear from every part of the field 


accounts of great things undertaken and accomplished 


for the Master. What may we not expect when the 
entire field is organized ! Here is the full record : 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


There are no parallel passages. 
Getting Started in Class 


HAT is the Christian ‘‘plan of salvation”? 
What must one ‘‘do to be saved"? When 
must a person give himself to the Lord Jesus 

Christ as Saviour in order to be assurea of eternal 
life? Does Jesus reject those who come to him for 
salvation in their old age? Is it fair, on God's part, 
that he should receive those who come to him late as 
well as those who come to him early? Is this fair to 
those who have come early? Why, or why not? 

Get the class to discussing as freely as possible 
the whole question of the fairness or reasonableness 
of Christian salvation, and insist on their giving their 
reasons for every view expressed. Then suggest the 
investigating of the story that Jesus told in order to 
throw light on this very question, and the reconsid- 
ering of the views expressed, after the story has been 
thoroughly studied. 


The Teaching of the Lesson 


This story of our Lord’s might never have been 
told if Peter had not asked Jesus a question just after 
the rich young ruler, of whom we studied last week, 
had left them. Have the facts of the last lesson 
briefly re-stated, and then have some one read aloud 
verses 27-30 of Matthew 19. Why did Jesus give his 
disciples the warning of verse 30? See Stalker's rst 
peregre h. Miss Lovett’s first two paragraphs show 

ow to bring out the connection between last week's 
lesson and this. What did Peter's question in verse 
27 seem to show that the disciples were in danger of ? 
When any one begins: to ask, ‘* What then shall I 
have?” what mistake is he in danger of making? 
Most of us need the lesson that the disciples needed 
just then‘ ‘let us see if we can find it in the able. 

An. Oriental vineyard was the center of the story, 
and “ Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” both text and 
picture, will help to make this more real to a class, as 
will also Mackie’s 3d paragraph and Riddle’s 4th. 
The value of the day’s wage which was agreed upon 
is given in Riddle’s comment on verse 2, and the use 
of the market-place in such matters is explained in 
his comment on verse 3. The rather puzzling refer- 
ences to the hours of the 2 day are made plain 
in Riddle’s 34 paragraph. Thus guide the class 
through the facts of the parable, making sure that 
these are all clearly understood before taking up the 
truths that Jesus was teaching. The first half of 
Stalker’s 2d paragraph throws light on the Eastern 
customs. That ‘‘ scorching heat" mentioned in verse 
12 was, according to Professor Riddle, not the ordinary 
heat of the noon time, which of itself is so severe that 
western travelers do not attempt to do anything then 
but rest in the shade, but was an even more sevére 
hot desert wind. 

Was this a natural and usual picture of vineyard 
business methods in our Lord’s da ? Does it a 
with the methods or practise of the Dusiness world in 
North America to-day? Neither; and in the un- 
naturalness of the parable lies its beauty, declares 
Professor Stalker, in the latter half of his second 
paragraph ; for if God treated us only as men tréat 
us, what hope should we have? Now see if the class 
can state for themselves the great truth as to God’s 
dealing with men, and Christ’s offer of salvation in 
his gospel, which this parable teaches, In threshing 
this out in class, the following points may be useful. 

The whole basis of: Christ’s kingdom, which in- 
cludes the **plan of salvation,” is *s undeserved 
love of man, and not man’s earnin wer before 
God. God loves a// his children, and loves them all 
alike, so far as offering the full, free riches of his 
grace to all who will receive it. He cares not nearly 
so much when they receive it as ‘haz they receive it ; 
and whenever any child of God enters the kingdom 
at all, he receives all the benefits that God can give 
him,—not because he ‘has earned any benefits, but 
because God’s love yearns after him so, and pours 
itself out so “ye That was the truth which the 
Jewish disciples of Jesus, with their tendency to self- 
satisfied pride in their own loyalty to Jesus from 
early in his ministry, needed to learn; and that is 
the truth needed to-day by followers of Christ who 
have been loyal to him‘all their lives, and who rather 
look down on late-comers into the kingdom. It is 
strongly presented and illustrated in the following 
lesson comments: Riddle’s 2d paragraph, and on 
verse 10; Stalker's 2d aeuhebanh idgway’s first 
two paragraphs. A good illustration of "s: equal 
love of early and late comers is given in the first 
two paragraphs, and also the fourth from the last, 
ef Mrs. Bryner's article. Miss Lovett’s 6th para- 
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LESSON 7. AUGUST 14. THE LABORERS IN THE. VINEYARD 


Matthew 20 : 1-16. Commit verses 6, 7 


Golden Text: Many shall be last that are first; and first that are last.—Matthew 19 : 30 


t For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that was a 
householder, who went out early in the morning to hire labor- 
ers into his vineyard. 2 And when he had agreed with the 
laborers for a ' shilling a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 

And he went out about the third hour, and saw others stand- 

in the mark idle ; 4 and to them 
into the viney and whatsoever is right I 
And they went their way. 5 Again he wen 
and the ninth hour, and did likewise. 6 And about the elev- 
enth hour he went out, and found others standing ; and he 
saith unto them, Why stand ye here all the day idle? fs ber 
say unto him, Because no man hath hired us. He saith unto 
them, Go ye also into the vineyard. 8 And when even was 
come, the lord of the vineyard saith unto his steward, Call the 
laborers, and pay them their hire, beginning from the last unto 
the first. 9 And when they came that were Aired about the 
eleventh hour, they received every man a ! shilling. 10 And 
when the first came, they supposed that they would receive 
more ; and they likewise received every man a ! shilling. 11 
And when they received it, ee ee against the 
holder, 12 saying, These last have spent da¢ one hour, and 
thou hast made them equal unto us, who have borne the bur- 
den of the day and the * scorching heat. 13 But he answered 
and said to one of them, Friend, I do thee no wrong; didst 
not thou agree with me fora! shilling? 14 ‘Take up that which 
is thine, and go thy way ; it is my will to give unto this last, 
even as unto 
with mine own? or is thine eye evil, because I 
So the last shall be first, and the first last. 
4 See margina! note on ch. 18. 28. % Or, hot wind 
The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 


Your Lesson Questions Answered 


Verse 1.—What is meant here by the kingdom of heaven? 
(Riddle, fourth paragraph. ) 

Verse 2.—How much is a shilling? (Riddle.) 

Verses 3, 5, 6.—What is ‘the marketplace ’’? (Riddle, 
onv.3; Mackie, 1.) What times of day are the third, sixth, 
ninth, and eleventh hours? (Riddle, third paragraph.) 

Verse 8.—What positions were those of the lord of the 
vineyard and the steward ? (Riddle.) 

Verse 10.—Why did these.‘* first” laborers suppose that 
—_ would receive more than the shilling for which’ they 
had agreed to work? (Riddle; Mackie, 3.) Bi seen 

Verse 12,—Why this reference to the scorehing ‘heat? 
(Riddle.) 

Verse 15.—What is the meaning of the expression ‘‘ Is 
thine eye evil?”* (Riddle ; Stalker, 3; Mackie, 4.) 

Verse 16,—In what sense here were the last first and the 
first last? (Riddle; Stalker, 3; Pierson, 3.) 

What lesson did Jesus to impress on the disciples 
by telling this parable? (Stalker, 1; Ridgway, 4.) 


2 
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am good? 16 








graph touches on this. What some eleventh-hour 
men have done is shown in Ridgway’s 3d paragraph 
and Pierson’s last paragraph. 

To work for God or for any one else because of 
what we are going to get out of it is a wholly wrong 
reason for working, hen we work because of what 
we can put into our work and accomplish by it for 
others, we shall be working in the spirit in which 
any reward will be gratefully received, without envy 
or complaint over what others may receive. 

Let the class consider again their answers to the 
question which was discussed at the opening, as to 
whether Christian salvation is reasonable and fair, 
in view of the points made in the leading editorial .in 
this week’s issue of the Times. The question of the 
householder’s fairness is discussed in Lovett’s 6th 
and 7th paragraphs. 

But there is another truth that no class should be 
allowed to miss, and it‘;comes out when the question 
arises, as it is sure to, ‘* What, then, is the gain of 
starting to work early in Christ’s kingdom, or even 
of accepting him at. all until the eleventh hour of 
life?" See what answers the class can make to that 
question. The most obvious answer 1s that no one 
knows which 47s eleventh hour is, nor when it has 
come; and it means the running of an awful risk to 
leave Christ deliberately out of our lives until then. 
But we must also remember that the different classes 
of workers did #o# all fare alike. Those who had 
worked lorgest received some things that God him- 
self could not give the late-comers. They had gained 
the experience in the work, the proficiency, the train- 
ing, the strength that comes from exercise, and they 
had added to the results of the vineyard, in a way 
that the others were deprived of. Notice what Pier- 
son’s ist and 3d paragraphs say on this. Moreover, 
of the Christian life we must remember that it means 
privilege, not penance. 

We are never the losers through starting early and 
working hard and long for Christ, but infinitely the 
gainers by every hour of such work. - And..the more 
genuinely we are working for him, the more shall we 
rejoice over the rewards that he gives to those late- 


comers who have missed some of the joys that were 
ours in the morning of our life. 





ee. 15 Is it not lawful for me to do what I will . 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


HE parable in the lesson is peculia: to Matthew. 


It was occasioned by the ing conversa- 

tion with Peter (1 Sonatas it illustrates 
the saying. ‘*Many s be last /Aa/ are first; and 
first ‘Aad are last” (comp. 19 : 30 with 20; 16). The 
time and place are the same, therefore, as those of 
the last lesson: shortly before the last Passover, 


close of March, A. D. 30, somewhere in Perza, not 


far from Jericho. 

The Purpose of the Parable.—It was i to 

show that priority in time does not involve priority in 

ition among those included in the kingdom of 

ven, for the reason that in ee the re- 
ward is not of works, but of grace. he emphasis 
is placed upon the freedom of God in dealing with 
men. While many of the details in the parable are 
unlikely to have actually occurred, and not just in 
human dealings, these jiarities only serve to 
bring out the main thought. Various applications 
have been suggested: to nations, to individuals, etc., 
some of them quite probable. ' 

The Jewish .—The hours were reckoned. from 
sunrise to sunset, hence were longer in summer than 
in winter, But the sixth hour was always at noon. 
The nights (and days also) were usually divided into 
‘*watches " of three hours each. Hence theespecial 
mention ‘of the ‘‘third,” and “sixth,” and “ninth” 
hours ; that is, 9 A. M., 12 noon, and 3 P.M. The 
‘‘eleventh” hour is named because it was the last 
before the close of the day. 

-—The cultivation of grapes in Palestine 
was, from the earliest times, a most important indus- 
try. Vineyards. were*valuable, and required much 
attention. The vintage season was a time of rejoic- 
ing. Hence, even in the Old Testament, the people 
of Jehovah are oo y Aye og wi In this parable 
the same figure s to New Testament times. 
Vineyard" corece virtually equivalent, to ‘‘the 
kin of heaven,” the new rule of our Lord on the 
eatth: «The repeated: call for laborers has been re- 
garded by some as pointing to the time of viecage, 
when the luxuriant yield must be quickly gathered. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 1.—For: This shows that the parable explains 
chapter 19: 30.— Householder: Literally, ‘‘ master 
of the house.” As used here it suggests a man of 
considerable property. As in most of the parables, 
‘the course of action” is the principal thing. 

Verse 2.—A shilling; Literally, ‘‘denarius,” a 
Roman coin, current in the Empire. Its value was 
about one-sixth of an American dollar. But the pur- 
chasing power was much greater in those days. We 
learn from other sources that it was'a day’s pay for 
the Roman soldier, and probably for most laborers. 
The day’s labor covered at least twelve hours, as the 
parable implies. 
> Verse 3.—Marketplace.—The Greek term is used 
of any open public ery in a town orcity. While 
markets were often held in such a place, it was fre- 
quented for business and other pu S; even trials 
could be held there. Naturally unemployed laborers 
would resort thither. 

Verse 4.— Whatsoever is right Iwill give you: 
No bargain is made; all left to the free-will of the 
householder. 

Verse 8.—The lord of the vineyard: The owner. 
This is interpreted as referring to God.—His stew- 
ard; A wealthy property holder would have an over- 
seer or foreman. Many apply this figure to Christ, 
but it is probably only a necessary detail in the par- 
able, without tome significance. 

Verse 10.—They supposed that they would receive 
more: A natural supposition, if the reward were 
measured by the extent of the labor. But the para- 
ble was intended to teach that in the kingdom of 
heaven the reward is a gift, not a matter of wages. 

Verse 12.—TZhe pocthes «wed heat: This refers, not to 
ordinary midday heat, but to the debilitating effect 
of a scorching wind that comes from the deserts east 
of Palestine. 

Verse 15.—70 do what 1 will with mine own: 
This is the main lesson ‘of the parable: God's free 
will obtains in the kingdom of heaven.—/s thine eye 
evil? The motive in the complaint of the *first”’ 
laborers was envy ; a motive very prevalent in so- 
called ‘‘labor troubles.”—Good: Here equivalent to 
o kind. ” 

Verse 16.—7Ae last shall be first: The eleventh 
hour laborers were not only paid first, but received 
proportionally more. The applications are numer- 
ous, though primarily the warning is to the apostles. 
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LESSON FOR AUGUST 14 (Matt. 20: 1-16) 


The Master’s Vineyard 
By Professor James Stalker, D.D. 


HE education of the Twelve still continues; and 
the new lesson is directed against the notion, 
by which they were at the time obsessed, that 

the Messiah was about to take to himself his great 

wer and swige, while they were to be the fortunate 
avorites stan nce he the stepsof histhrone. When 
the young man who had. t ssions had given 
up the intention of becoming one of the disciples of 
Jesus, and Jesus was improving the occasion by 
warning the Twelve of the danger of riches, Peter 
made a diversion by the remark, *‘ Behold, we have 
forsaken all and followed thee; what shall we have 
therefore?” To this Jesus responded with a glowing 
account of what those would receive who for his sake 
had left houses or lands or relatives: they would be 
co sated an hundredfold and would inherit eter- 
nal life: while, as for the Twelve, they would sit on 
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. This 
was one side of the truth, and Peter’s question had 
brought out a statement of it more ample and satis- 
fying than had ever fallen from the same lips before. 

ut, as if the Speaker had felt that even the truth 
might be misleading, he added the warning, ‘‘ But 
many that are first shall be last, and the last first.” 
Not only so; but he introduced a parable, designed 
to avert mistakes both as to God and themselves into 
which they might fall through misapprehension of 
such great and precious promises. 

THE HEART OF. THE ETERNAL.—The picture of the 
owner of the vineyard goin out early in the morning 
to hire laborers, whom ° fads standing in the mar- 
ketplace, is quite natural and to this day often re- 
peated in the East. Thus, a traveller in Persia; de- 
scribing a visit paid by him toone of the cities of that 
country, says, ‘‘ We observed ‘ebee | morning, before 
the sun rose, that a numerous band of peasants were 
collected, with spades in their hands, waiting to be 
hired for the day, to work in the surrounding fields. 
This custom struck me as a most happy illustration 
of our Lord's parable, particularly when, passing by 
the same place later in the day, we still found others 
standing idle, and remembered his words, Why stand 
ye here all the day idle? as most applicable to their 
situatiéfi; for on our putting the very same question 
to them, they answered, *‘ Because no man has hired 
us.’”.° Equally natural was the ment with 
those hired early in the day. Itisto be observed that 
those hired: later had no such fixed contract, -but.only 
a ‘general'promisethat the praprietor would give them 
what was right; and, according to the best reading, 
nothing at was said about remuneration to those 
hired at the eleventh hour. But is there: not: some- 
thing-.unnatural in hiring laborers at all at the 
eleventh hour? Yes, but the beauty of this»trait:in 
the parable lies inits unnaturalness. Grace is above 
and beyond nature. If God treated men oe, as 
they treat one another, who would be saved? But, 
as the heaven is higher than the earth, so are God's 
thoughts higher than our thoughts, and his ways than 
our ways. Still more unnatural was the payment of 
the remuneration of a day for the work of an. hour. 
But it was godlike; such is God’s habitual procedure. 
In heaven there will be degrees of glory; and these 
will be determined by the quantity and, guality of 
service rendered here below; but how far. beyond 
any desert which we can claim’ is entrance into the 
world of bliss atall! This is a reward with which 
nothing we can do is in any degree commensurate ; 
and, while we aspire tothe higher degrees of glory, 
it is still better to be lost in admiration and gratitude 
for the grace which opens the door of heaven at all 
to sinners such as we are. ate 

Tue Motive or Service.—The other danger against 
which Jesus had to give warning is vividly set forth 
in the conduct of those who had contracted to labor 
for a shilling aday. Had they been paid first, they 
might have gone anny auite satisfied with their éarn- 
ings; but the plan of beginning to pay the wages at 
the te end of the row allowed them to see the 
good fortune of their neighbors; and this brought out 
their real motives, of which they might otherwise 
have been themselves unconscious, They were mer- 
cenary, doing the work not for the work’s sake or for 
the master’s sake, but for the sake of the wages. 
Such a spirit may enter into religion. It was the 
characteristic of the morality and religion of Christ’s 
own time; and it has been the curse of many a.cen- 
tury since. So much expenditure in this world for so 
much recompense in the world to come—-sometimes 
this has been unblushingly avowed as the motive of 
religion ; oftener it has been unconsciously.acted upon; 
but it always besetsthe heart of man. ad not Peter 
just asked, *‘What shall we have _ therefore?” 

urther, they were envious. ‘‘Is thine eye evil,” 
asked the vinedresser, ‘* because am good”? Envy 
is the evil eye, magnifying everything belonging to 
oneself but minimizing all. that belongs to others. 
The temptation to beenvious is specially apt to beset 
those who have borne the burden and heat of the 
day. As men grow old, they fee! that their claims 
are great, because they are keenly reminiscent of 
their own services; but the memory of the world is 
less faithful, and the majority are disposed to wor- 
ship the rising rather than the setting sun; so that it 
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may be the fate of the man of many services to de- 
crease, whilst one who has done next to nothing in- 
creases: Thus were the primitive apostles to be 
thrown into the shade by Paul, Apollos, Timothy and 


the other re mtatives of a broader and freer 
. Christi ; but they were warned beforehand; and 
forew. is forearmed. 


ABERDEEN, SCOTLAND. 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the » and Minister of the 
Anglo-American Congregation in Beyrout 


HOUSEHOLDER, who went out early in the 
morning to hire laborers into his vineyard 
(v. 1). In the pale vi or towns of Pales- 
tine, where there is sufficient variety of work to em- 
ploy the day laborer, there is miwaye a recognized 
place where such workmen assemble at dawn, and 
wait to be engaged. Until about thirty gy ago 
the sum mentioned would have been a fair daily 
wage, and is still so in places remote from the rail- 
wey pe road, — 
hatsoever is right I will give you (v. 4). 
‘* Whatsoever is right,” ‘‘ The same as other people 
et,” ‘‘As much as you please,” “A ime: good for 
the wolf and good for the sheep,”—with such phrases 
Oriental pergsining usually begins. At the begin- 
ning of the day the workman can dictate terms, as 
at any moment he may get another offer, but as the 
hours go by he must or oe ye that is offered, 
~~ noon they have usuall dispersed, as those 
left behind are regarded as the poorest workmen. 
They supposed that they would receive more (v. 
10). The vineyard is generally on the slope of a 
valley which has been ri by manual labor into a 
succession of terraces. The chief labor in the vine- 
yard is that of digging over the ground and construct- 
ing and nepeting the rough stone walls of the terraces, 
some of which are usually thrown down by the winter 
rains. ‘The idea of the laborers was that the late- 
comers had. been paid according to the time of their 
work, and had received a certain benevolent addi- 
tion, now universally called backsheesh. It is cus- 
tomary on this account, on paying an Oriental laborer, 
to offer at first less than one has.decided to give, and 
after hearing his argument and remonstrance to 
y ee» Ay the point of paying the sum originally in- 
ten 


<idsthine eye? (v.15.). The Oriental mind, under a 
sense of wrong inflicted, turns toward God as the 


avenger of the.o and. invokes his punish- 
ment on the wrong-doer, Having an evil eye is the 
Oriental way of Toousthlotr a covetous and discon- 


tented mind that is always finding causes of offense 
and dwelling on the advantages unfairly possessed 
by others. 

Beyrout, Syria. - 


Workers and Idlers 


The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


T IS never too late to begin to work in God's vine- 
yard, but the sooner one begins the better. A 
candle does not. wait to shine until it is half 

burned; an engine does not wait until its steam is 
half exhausted before it begins to move machinery. 
The early laborers, who bore the burden and heat of 
the day, did not receive more wages than those who 
began late; all were given what they needed to 
sustain life, but those who worked all-day had the 
added blessing of experience in the vineyard and 
the satisfaction because of work accomplished; they 
had been relieved from the temptations, the disap- 
pointments, and the ennui of idleness. 

There is no excuse for idling in the marketplace. 
There is always work which needs to be done. To- 
day the Master, through the Missionary Societies, is 
calling for laborers in every corner of his vineyard, at 
home and abroad. A recent list sent out by the 
Student Volunteer Movement in America called for 
over 350 men and women, including clergymen, doc- 
tors, nurses, teachers, printers, carpenters, stenog- 
graphers and business men.. All denominations are 
calling, and every non-Christian land is in need of 
workers—China, India, Japan, Korea, Turkey, Africa. 
Surely there is no excuse for idling in the market- 


place ! 
Many that are last in beginning shall be first in 
Tew Many in heathen lands who have just heard 


of Jesus Christ will be honored before others who 
have been for many years in nominal service at home. 
A man like Pastor Hsi, the converted opium smoker 
of China, often accomplishes more in one hour thana 
whole host of mercenary or grumbling workers accom- 
plish in ten. The reward for lifelong service is 
greater than that of eleventh hour workers; but it is 
not in the wages: it is in the development of charac- 
ter, in the ‘experience obtained, and in the work 
oy ae Begin early, but do not bargain with 


Broox.yn, N. Y. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Yellow Envelope.— The kingdom of heaven is 
like... aman... who went... to hire laborers 
\. 1) Jesus is so anxious no one shall miss the 

ingdom of Heaven that he exhausts comparisons. 
llow envelope can under- 
stand this one. This is the old sinner’s lesson. The 
Kingdom of Heaven is not.like the kingdom of earth. 
If the fellow who works next you came on at noon 
and got a day for it you'd get mad and quit. You 
‘**couldn’t stand it.” Yet heaven is just like that. 
And you've got to “stand it.” Tough old Dick 
Wilson, who was converted only a month before he 
died, enters heaven same as you who joined church 
when a lad (Luke 23 : 43). Man runs earth on merit. 
God orders heaven on grace. On earth you are 
likely to. get what is coming to you. In heaven you 
can’t, Love and not a timekeeper runs heaven. 
Heaven's pay envelope is made up without consult- 
ing the clock. 


Every fellow who a 


The Wonderful Employer.— Whatsoever is right 
1 will give you (v. 4). Down at the works if many 
a fellow got what was right he'd get ‘‘the bounce.” 
Yet the ‘old man” keeps them on. Why? For 
their families’ sake. And that is grace. The House- 
holder is out all the time after the ‘* standing-around ” 
men. I wonder if he is likely to find you. Suppose 
he doesn’t, and you never get a job and never get any 
wages at all—what then? I have just been up town 
and I saw half a dozen sorry specimens lined up in 
front of one of the saloons. Nosane man would hire 
such a gang. Yet this Householder would “hire” 
them in a minute—and that’s not all of it, he would 
give them the same “‘ pay” as the best man in town 
who has been working for him for over sixty years. 
Oh men! what an Employer to work for. ow can 
you refuse the job when he calls you ! (2 Tim. 1 : 9.) 

The Old Fellows.—Adout the eleventh hour he 
went out (v. 6). What a God he is! He wants to 
hire you old fellows who have come to your eleventh 
hour of a life of sin (2 Pet. 3:9), And just think of 
it, you are going to get just as much of heaven as I 
who have been at work in these Sunday-schools all 
these years. And I am going to get just as much as 
good old saintly Abner Filson, who was born go 
and who. never got mad and said-things in his life. 
Here is another point. There: are: men who will.do 
more in-an hour than other meninaday. Back of 
the licks of the elevéith hour is the training of the 
ten hours. The great invention comés in the elev- 
enth hour, The telegtepe. The great picture comes 
in the eleventh hour. The Angelus. The judgment 
ripens in the eleventh hour. More than one belated 
workman has earned a great wage as the sun went 
down. Awful Gardner was the old fellow who in 
Sing Sing, in his eleventh hour, won Jerry McAuley. 
The Water Street Mission of Jerry still goes on sav- 
ing thousands of lost men as the result of Awful 
Gardner's last hour work. There are some of you 
grizzly old fellows who, if you would take this job for 
Jesus could do more in the next five years you have 
to live than we old commonplace day laborers have 
done all our lives. You have the force and the hustle 
and only need the heart adjustment (Psa. 51 : 10-13). 

Pay Day.— They murmured against the house- 
holder (v. 11). They are still at it. A poor fellow 
was hanged theotherday. His minister promised him 
what the dying thief got (Luke 23 : 43). And a bob- 
ingersoll murmur went round, The murderer's hope 
is every man’s hope. Killing with a gun is no worse 
than killing with a tongue, Unkindness is slower, 
but just as fatal as the dagger. Many a wife and 
many a mother goes down before it every year. 
The first fellows hired were the only fellows with a 
contract. The other fellows didn't need any contract 
because the boss was good. And the last was paid 
first, and expectations went up. ‘That was the trou- 
ble. The only fault of the good employer was that 
he was.too good. Grace nevercalculates, Law car- 
ries the arithmetic and puts the ‘‘figgers’’ down. 
Grace carries the rubber. Note, ** answered ome of 
them.” No committee business, Individually hired. 
Individually dealt with (Rom. 14 : 12). 

A Family Affair.— Unio this last, even as unto thee 
(v. 14). What do you think of that kind of a Master? 
** Must have been some of his poor relations.”” George, 
Se have solved the whole parable. It was all in the 

amily. Those murmurers were the *‘ elder brothers.” 
They knew what they were to. get (Luke 15 : 28-32). 
The Kingdom of heaven is only tor the sons of God. 
Nobody but a father pays like this householder. 
Love never looks at the clock. Love never pays for 
service by the hour. There is never any past time 
with love. Love is in the present. Who does father 
love the most: the toddler who has been here only 
three years, or Jack who has been around twenty 
years? ‘Now are we the sons of God,” and don't 
you fellows forget that fact as long as you live. This 
is for whom the Kingdom of heaven is provided, and 
it is altogether a family affair and not for outsiders. 
Query: Are = in the family? You can get in by 
two ways. rn in. Married in (John 3:3; Rev. 
19: 7; 2 Cor. 11: 2). 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 








’ son's events in Palestine, it will help as no other 
- use of these helps may profitably be begun a¢ 


__ the fifty stereographs for these places cost +4 
old- 


. (John §: 17) with and through chosen in- 
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Visiting the Lesson-Scenes 


A WORD FROM THE EDITOR. —These studies 
apply what is known as the Underwood ‘Travel 
System to the lessons of the year. A patented 
map connected with this system is reproduced 
herewith. If, at the opening of the lessen, the 
teacher will, by the use of the map and the de- 
scription, or better, of the map and the stereo- 

ph (a beautiful photogra) 
tine, for use in the stereoscope), get clearly in 
the minds of the pupils the setting of the les- 


method can to give a sense of reality to those 
events and a lasting impression of them. The 


any time during the year. Fifty places will be 
described with the lessons of rb gure ear; 


and if ordered at one time a cloth-bound, 
lettered case will be given free. Eleven Moos 
in Palestine will be described with the lessons 
of the third quarter; the eleven stereographs 
of the third quarter cost $1.83. ‘The four ster- 
eographs for August cost 67 cents. Less than 
four stereographs in one order are 20 cents 
each. Stereoscope, 85 cents, Orders should 
be sent to ‘he Sunday School Times Co., 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


OST of the people who listened to 
age teachings were working folks. 

ie lived. as a workingman himself, 

and he even taught that God our Father works 


struments. It was the most natural thing in 
the world for Jesus to illustrate many ideas 
about spiritual life by means of a story (par- 
able) of wage-earning labor such as his 
hearers had all seen or shared. Vineyards, 
for instance, were common then all over 
Palestine, though now grape-raising is not 
practised nearly as much as in old times. 
Find on our Palestine map the number 33, 
a few miles north of Jerusalem. Jf you 
should stand to-day at the spot marked 33, 
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Map Patent No, 656,569 by Underweod & Underwood, 
Pat’d in Great Sritain, 


and look. off over the space enclosed be- 
tween those two lines which branch from 33, 
you would find directly béfore you a hillside. 
vineyard which Jesus may very likely have 
seen, though we do not absolutely know that 
this ground was used for the same purpose 
in his day. It is between Nazareth and Je- 
rusalem, and without any doubt he passed 
by here many times on one journey and an- 
other. Directly before you is a grassy field, 
with a low circular stone tower at the far- 
ther side of the field. Beyond the old tower 
{it is a nen where watchmen kept guard 
against thieves in the vintage season) the 
ground drops, then rises, forming the long, 
upward slope of a hill. It is not one smooth 
slope, but has been shaped into steps or ter- 
races of irregular shapes, each terrace hav- 
ing its strip of earth held in place by a 
retaining wall of rough stones. On those 
terraces you see grapevines growimg. The 
division of the slope into more nearly level 
sections keeps the soil in place, and prevents 
moisture from running off so quickly as it 
would on an ordinary hillside, thus giving 
the vines a better chance to thrive. 

In a vineyard like this some kinds of work 
have to be done all through the year, giving 
a few people permanent employment, but 
by far the greatest call for labor comes when 
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the grapes are ripe and ready tc be gathered. 
They would -spoil if left too long on the 
vines, hence many extra men are employed, 
in order to get the work done quickly. 

To see for yourself the vinevard on the 
roadside between Nazareth and Jerusalem, 
use the stereograph entitled ‘* Terraced 
Vineyards and Old Watch Tower at Beeroth,”’ 

Next week we shall describe what can be 
seen from the side of the road by which 
Jesus approached Jerusalem, looking back 
over old Jericho to the regica « beyond 
Jordan ’’ where he had been teaching. 


7 
The IMustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration that can be used, and two dollars for 
the best illustration used for each week's lesson. 
‘The important conditions governing the accept- 
ance of material, and the year’. lesson calendar, 
will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


Why He Was Called.— He sent them 
into'his vineyard (v. 2), A speaker at an 
American Christian Endeavor Convention 
said: **I found in a small country church 
away up among the hills of Vermont a certain 
deacon of great wealth, who was one of the 
most zealous and self-denying members of 
that little church and known throughout the 
whole community for his good works. I 
ventured to ask him one day why he was 
algae | a course so unusual for rich men, 
His reply was, ‘ When I became a Christian, 
and an to read my Bible =#ith apprecia- 
tion of its meaning, I read that I was called 
into the vineyard of the Lord, and I made up 
my mind at once that I wasn’t called there 
to eat grapes, but to hoe ; and I’ve been try- 
ing to hoe ever since.’’""—W. R. Clark, 
Crosland Moor, Huddersfield, Eng. From 
The Sunday School Chronicle. The prise 
Sor this week ts awarded to this illustration. 


When the Reward Seems Small.— 
Whatsoever is right I will give you (v. 4). 
Billy Bray, the Cornish miner, whose rugged 
piety has been a blessing. to so many, says 
that one year. his crop of potatoes turned out 
$0 poorly: that ‘when: he was digging them 
Satan, at ‘his elbow, said, ** There, Billy, 
isn’t that poor pay for serving your Father 
the way you have all-the year? Just see 
those small atoes !”’ e stopped dig- 
ging, and replied, ‘* Ah, Satan, at’ it again ; 
talking against my Father, bless his name ! 
Why, when I served you I did not get any 
potatoes at all, What are you talking 
about?’’ And.on he went digging and 
praising the Lord for small potatoes.— Grace 
Potter, Hartwick, N. Y. » From:The Ram’s 
Horn, 


In a Hurry.— Why stand ye here all the 
day idle? (v.6.) There is an office bey in 
Chicago of whom his employer is rather fond. 
He likes to tell how how he came to take him 
on. Busy at his desk one morning, he 
looked up to see a little fellow waiting, ca 
in hend, to speak to him. He went on wi 
his work, and in about three minutes the 
boy spoke to him : ‘ 

** Excuse me, but I am in a hurry.’’ 

**Oh, you are, well what are you in a 
harry about ? 

**Got to be in a hurry. Left school day 
before yesterday to go to work and haven’t 
struck a job yet. It you don’t want me say 
so, and I’ll look somewhere else, I can’t 
waste any time, The only place where I 
can stay een is where they pay me.’’ 

*¢ When can. you come to work?’’ asked 
the surprised merohant, 

*¢ I’m here now,’’ said the boy, ‘‘and I’d 
been at work five minutes age if you’d only 
said so.’’— Mary £. Watson, Hartford, Conn. 


His om -— Why stand ye here all 
the day idle ? Sey A lady ;hilanthropist 
was applied to for charity by a well-dressed 
woman. . 

** Are you married ?’’ was the question, 

ee Ves. ” 

*s What is your husband ?”’ 

**Out o’ work.’’ 

** But what is he when he is in work?’’ 
asked the philanthropist. 

** You don’t understand, miss,’ was the 
reply. ‘*He’s a regular out-o’-worker.’’ 
—LEdward B. Bagby, Fort Quith, Ark. 
From the London Chronicle. 


Why He Left.—And when they re- 
ceived. it, they murmured against the 
householder (v. tt). 1 said to a young 
man who had left the church of his parents 





for another: ‘* What was the matter withthe 
church you left?” ** Nothing,’’ he answered, 
**except they do a lot more for a fellow over 
there,where I gonow. They give you a 
splendid present Christmas, and a social with 
refreshments once a month, and a chance to 
get in with folks that can help you socially.’’ 
That was his idea of the mission of the 
Christian Church, I was not ised later 
to hear that he had left that church for another. 
Meeting Jhim I said: ‘* What has attracted 
you this time?’’ ‘*Oh, they didn’t re-elect 
me president of the social league of the church, 
and I won’t stand it to be slighted,’’ - It is 
safe to conclude that such a member is not 
worth much to any church.— Juniata Rokr- 
back, Washington, D. C. from -TheClass- 
mate, 


Workers, or Shirkers ?— Who have borne 
the burden of the day and the scorching heat 
(v. 12). ‘** There is no difficulty,’”’ said a 
man of experience the other day, *‘ in findin 
plenty of members in every church who wil 
talk about work, suggest work, and even 
start work; but there is a plentiful lack of 
people who just work and keep on working.” 
The need of every church to-day is young 
people in its membership who will ‘* just 
work and keep on working.’’ Are we help- 
ing to fill that need, or do we belong to the 
talkers, starters, jerkers—and shirkers ?— 
William J. Hart, D.D., Utica, N.Y. From 
The Epworth Herald, 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord 
gers master of work and rewards, help us to 

glad when thou art especially generous to 
others! Grant that we may not give way to 
envy or mean-spirited eagerness to gain reward 
for ourselves. ‘Teach us, we pray thee, a quiet 
trust in thee as ‘*the Master of all good work- 
men,"’ and may we rejoice in the work itself be- 
cause of thy willingness to use us atall. May 
we learn to see in the very doing of our task the 
end and’ aim of our most devoted ‘service. 
Lord, is it not enough that thou-dost depend 
upon-us for even the least task of thy clioosing ? 
Oh, may we be so taken up.with the work itself 
that we shall forget about our wages1 In.thy 
dear name we askit. Amen. ., fine 


After the Lesson.—Some time when you 
are at a picnic and the ice-cream is going the 
rounds just watch the eyes of the children! 
Tom looks at his portion, and then’ out of- 
the corner of his eye, at Bill’s and Jim’s and 
Sam’s. Why? Yes, ‘to sée who has the 
most.’ He won’t say anything about it.. Of 
course not; even though he carried three 
buckets of water from the spring, and Sam, 
with that eaping saucer, oy just arrived in 
time to get hisluncheon. No, Tom will not 
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} make any fuss about it, but he does some think- 
fing. And that’s just the trouble with so 
many of us, We will carry. buckets of water. 
Oh, yes! But it hurts to see some one else 
especially favored when the ice-cream goes 
round. We know well enough we ought 
not to care. We know we were glad to 
help. And when we learn how to help with- 
out caring whether the rewards are evenly 
‘handed out, without thinking about the re- 


ward of it, anyhow, we are getting to 
the point where Jesus so lovingly hb his 
disciples might come, Why should they 


care if a late-comer to the Kingdom receives 
the same-blessing that they receive from the 
King? He has done everything for them. 
What more could he do? Why should he? 
And why should they be. grieved when he is 
generous with others? It-isa big step in the 
Christian life when we get to the point where 
we are 





WILLING TO BE 
FIRST | LAST 
AS HE CHOOSES 











and particularly—/as¢. May that be our 
spirit in his service in our church wherever 
we are called to work ! 

PHILADELPHIA. 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


**In the vineyard of our Father."’ 

** Go, labor on: spend and be spent.”’ 
“* Work for the night is coming."’ 

** I love thy Kingdom, Lord.” 

** Nearer, my God, to thee.” 

* T gave my life for thee." 

‘** Hark ! the voice of Jesus calling."’ 

** Go forth go forth for Jesus now." 


(References in parentheses are to the old and new 
editions of the metrical Psalm book “* Bible Songs.’’} 
Psalm 111 : 4-10 (161 : 3-5. 227 : 6-10), 
Psalm go : 6-8 (123 : 6-8. 182 : 1-3). 
Psalm 25 : 9-12 (33 : 10-13. 52 : 1-4). 
Psalm 53 : 1-6 (45 : 1-6. 67: 1-5). 
Psalm 4 : 1-6(4 : 1-6. 6 : 1-6). 
Bite Rot 
Lesson Home-Readings 
Coecet under the auspices of the Sunday-school 
itorial Association, and approved by the Inter- 
tional Lesson € ittee). 





M.—Matt. 20 : 1-16 . . The Equal Reward of 
: ‘Laborers. 
T.—Luke 10 : 1-16 . . The Need of Laborers. 
W.— 1? Cor. 3 : 1-15 . Fellow-workers with God. 
T.—Eph. 4: 1-16. Different Kinds of Workers. 
F.—1 Cor. 12: 4-38..... Different Gifts to 
Workers. 

S.—2 Cor. 5 : 1-10. Laboring to Please Christ. 
S.—Rom. 2: 1-16 . . Rewarded according to 





Works. 





How to Teach the Lesson. to Your Ctass } 





For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


Preliminary. City children may never 
have seen grapes growing. A picture of a 
vine, or a real branch with grapes on it, 
would interest them. Explain that a field or 
large yard full of grape-vines is called a vine- 
yard. There were many vineyards in the 
country where Jesus lived. ' 

Lesson TEACHING,—Stated in the Golden 
Text. 


OW many of you have a baby at home? 
Do father and mother love the baby 
as much as they love you? What 
would you think of a boy who would say, 
You ought to love me more than the baby, 
and give me more things, because I came 
into the family eight years ago, and little 
brother has been here only a year, Father 
and mother would say, We love you just as 
much as ever, but the last child who comes 
to us receives just as much love as the first. 
We love you all alike. 

Perhaps the disciples of Jesus, who first 
followed him, thought that he ought to love 
them more than the people who afterward 
followed him. One day Jesus told them this 
story : 

A man who owned a vineyard needed work 
done, so went oyt early one morning and 
hired workmen or laborers, and agreed to pay 
them. a day’s wages—about seventeen cents. 


He needed more workmen, and kept hiring 
them all day. Atnine in the morning, he 
found some standing idle in the marketplace 
and hired them. About noon, and also at 
three and five in the afternoon, he hired 
others, and to all he said ‘*Go and work in 
my. vineyard, and I will pay you what is 
right.’’ At evening-time the owner told the 
ay-master to call the laborers and pay them. 
Show the picture, telling how all were paid 
the same, and how some felt it wasn’t fair, al- 
though the first received a full day’s pay, 
etc.). The Bible account furnishes full 
details, Of course the laborers who were 
hired last felt very happy that they received 
the same pay as those who were hired first. 
The disciples heard Jesus say, ‘‘ Many that are 
first shall be last, and the last shall be first.’’ 
When Jesus told this story, I believe he was 
thinking of the children and their parents, 
who had heard him say, ‘*Come unto me ’’ 
—**Followme.’’ They came and heard him 
say, ‘*Of such is the Kingdom,’’ but I 
believe he was thinking also of the children 
and their parents in other lands, like China, 
India, etc., who might not hear about him 
for a long,-:long time, but who would be 
willing to come and work in his kingdom as 
soon as they heard. 


** I would tell these little children, 
If they all could hear, 
What he said to his disciples, 
With the children ‘hear."’ 





(Carols) 

















LESSON FOR AUGUST 14 (Matt. 20: 1-16) 


Repeat: ‘*And Jesus said, Suffer little 
children” etc, You and I wouldn’t have 
known about Jesus unless kind friends had 
told us, 


** Though the heathen bow to idols, 
They have made of wood and stone 
We have Christian friends to tell us 
Thou are God, and thou alone.” 
(Primary Hymna!) 

Missionaries are now going to tell these 
heathen people about Jesus and his love, and 
that he wants them to belong to his King- 
dom, and enjoy all the blessings just the same 
as those who knew about him lon 

When the Sunday-school ic was 
announced, Tom and Harry said, ‘‘It isn’t 
fairy that the new scholars, who have been 
coming only a few Sundays, should be invited 
to enjoy the games, the dinner. the ice- 
cream and lemonade and the ride on the 
cars, just the same as the scholars who have 
been coming all the year.”” On the way 
home, they called out to some new scholars 
just ahead of them, ‘‘I shouldn’t think 
you’d go to the picnic, you don’t deserve it,”’ 
Of course those new scholars looked disap- 
pointed. Just then the Superintendent caught 
up with them. He had heard all that Tom 
and Harry said, so he asked; ‘* Boys, if you 
go to the picnic, won’t you have all the good 
things you can eat, and all the games you 
can enjoy? They said, ‘*Yes.’”’ Then the 
Superintendent said, ‘‘ Aren’t you willing 
that our new scholars should have just as 
good atime? You may think that they don’t 
deserve it, but we want to welcome all of our 
scholars, the last as well as the first.’’ 

After thinking a minute or two Tom and 
Harry hurried to catch up with the new 
scholars, and the Superintendent was pleased 
to hear them say, *‘ We hope you’!l come to 
the picnic and have a nice time.’* ‘They did 
come, and enjoyed every minute, On the 
way home, ‘om and Harry heard them say, 
‘« Wasn’t it lovely that. the new scholars who 
came last to the Sunday-school had just as 
Se ‘a time as those who belonged at the 

rst ?”? 

Jesus said it is like that in the kingdom of 
heaven, - 

Let each child copy the Golden Text. 

Cuicaco, ILL. 

vn a ew er ROP Pe SC 
My Class of Girls 
_. By Helen Gill Lovett 

N ORDER to show that the story of the 
laborers in the vineyard was an explana- 

tion of the statement in Matthew 19: 30 
that many that are firs: shall be last, we re- 
viewed the last lesson to get our connection. 

Why did that young ruler fail to pass his 
exainination? What had been the barrier? 
What, then, did Jesus teach his disciples 
about loving riches?. What question did 
Peter ask? (emphasize ‘‘ we’ in reading the 
answer.) Had Peter left all? What was to 


_be his reward? Then, in order to warn-the. 


disciples against using wrong standards in 
judging service, and to prevent the idea that 
the earliest disciples were better because of 
longer service, Jesus told this parable. And 
we noted that in parables it is not essential 
to find correspondence in every detail. Had 
Jesus illustrated his. Kingdom with other 
parables? she grit recalled the pictures of 
the mustard seed, leaven, etc. is one is 
to explain that some early disciples may be 
worth less than some later ones, perhaps. 
And vice versa. 

Who was this householder? What did he 
do? Was it like a business man to go out 
to search for laborers? When did he go? 
What would it show if a business man did 
this? Would you rather have God business- 
like or God-like? Why does he want labor- 
ers? 

What bargain did the householder make 
with the first men? We noted the value of 
the shilling, and- that it was the customary 
daily wages. Were the men satisfied then? 
Did the master fail to perform his part ? 

When did the master go searching, again? 
Here we spoke of the Jewish divisions of the 
day. Where did the master go? What do 
you know about the Oriental markét-place ? 
Where was it? What was it? Why should 
the master go there? We noted that when 
people desire to win men for service they go 
where the men are to be found. The house- 
holder did not send an jnvjtation; he bore 
the message personally, What was this 
thessage? What did he promise them for 
pay? Would many men work to-day on that 
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would it show of their faith in their employ- 
ers? Which of these two sets of workers 
trusted the master more? These men worked 
only what part of the day? Then their idea 
of what was right would Yn my be what 
part of the day’s wages? ere they disap- 
ete ? Does Jesus ever disappoint men? 
Men who work for God can see anywhere the 
proofs of his great 


by the master at the sixth and ninth hour. 
At the eleventh hour he went ‘again to the 
marketplace. How much longer could thése 
men work? - What question did he ask? 
What ly was made? Was it their fault 
they been idle? What word about pay- 
ment is mentioned? Do you suppose they 
were glad to get work? Why? How did 
they show their faith in the master? They 
must have known the master, and to know 
him was to love him. At the end of the day, 
what was the steward todo? What did these 
eleventh hour men receive? Was this fair? 
Possibly they were the best men. Do you 
think they were surprised? What did it show 
about the Master’s kindness? Who would 
be specially glad to hear this story? Does 
God tove Europe better than America be- 
cause she has served him longer? Does he 
love Africa tess because she has not yet be- 
gun to serve him as an entire continent? 

How did this affect the first set? What 
did they expect? Had ‘they a right to grum- 
ble? tad the master been unfair to them? 
Had they received what they bargained for? 
Had the master a right to do as he pleased? 
Weren’t they satisfied at first? Then how 
should they have felt at their companions’ 

ood fortune? What spirit did this indicate 
in them? What did it also prove about their 
motive for working? In the story of the re- 
turned prodigal son, who acted in this same 
way?.... 

Jesus would have us understand from this 
story : 

1. People who really love Jesus are g/ad 
when any one comes to him, even though 
it be the eleventh hour. Prove this by the 
story. .And many men called of God in that 
last hour have had the privilege of doing a 
wonderful. work. : 


| s. 2.-People who. love Jesus do not work; for 


the reward: alone. ** Another day, another 
dollar ’’ W2hot a Righ ideal for any workman. 
Prove it by this story. 

3. People who love Jesus do. not count up 
their:deeds, compare them with others’, and 
then: calculate their rewards.. Love always 
regrets that it.could ‘not do more. 

4- People who love Jesus are sure to be 
surprised. at the greatness of their reward 
compared with the meager work done. 
Prove this, 

5. People who love Jesus will love their 
neighbors enough to rejoice with them over 
the Master’s unexpected blessings. 

The girls will write this lesson and select 
any ‘*Golden Threads’’ that they may re- 
member, 


Home Work on Next Week's Lesson 


For. next week read carefully Matt. 20: 
17-24; Mark to : 32-45. 

1. What request did a woman make? 
2. For whom did she ask it? 3. Who were 
the sons of Zebedee? 4, What was the cup 
Jesus was todrink? 5. How were the dis- 
ciples also todrink it? 6. What does ‘‘hold 
your peace’? mean? 7. Did Jesus’ pro- 
puery in’ Matt:°20°:17-18" come true? 8. 

hy did Jesus tell the disciples beforehand ? 
9. Find from the dictionary the meaning of 
** minister ’’ and *‘ scourge,’’ 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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My Class of Boys 
By Eugene C. Foster 


N CLASS, made up of an entirely new 
set of boys met on my summer travels, 
I made clear the essentials of a king- 
dom,—ruler, people, territory,—and said we 
were to study the difference between the 
heavenly kingdom and an earthly one, 
Then, alternately, we read the verses up to 
the seventh. 

At this point I gave each boy a sealed 
envelope and a pencil. ‘We counted five 
different groups of laborers referred to'in the 
parable, and I designated different boys to 
represent different groups of laborers. Then 
I said: Assume that you are the laborers 
designated ; assume that you are to be paid 
a dollar for a day of twelve hours; take your 


salary proposition? If they would, what pencil and. figure out on ‘the envelope the 
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amount each of you should receive on this 


basis. 

Not all caught the point clearly, and I 
should have given a little more time to have 
each boy secure a definite result. But we 
got the point—that according to ordinary 

siness procedure, at so much an hour, 
one boy would receive ‘a dollar, another fifty 
cents, another eight and a third cents—and 
so on. 

a Sites Renate ag natn. pal 3 That 
brought us to-verses 8-16, and we read them. 
See different was the method of the 
man in the parable from the method of ordi- 
nary business. All were paid alike. As 
you look at the parable again, you will notice 
one fact that you may not have seen before 
—that in every case those laborers went to 
work at once when they were asked. Prob- 
ably those eleventh-hour men would have 

ne just as cheerfully early in the morning, 

ad they been asked. . Anyhow, they did go 
when they were asked, and as far as we 
know they did the work they were told 
to do. 

Now, on the outside of your envelope you 
have figured the different amounts of pay you 
would get according to men’s methods of 
calculating. That’s how men pay—by the 
hour, or day, or month, But on the jnside 
of the envelope you will find a suggestion of 
how God pays. (Here the boys broke the 
seals, and each envelope had a. slip in it, 
reading : ‘*God says, He who comes to m 
service when 1 call him, and does what 
want hiin to do, will receive heaven’s highest 
reward.’’ I did not explain to the boys that 
this was simply a statement of principles laid 
down on several occasions, and was not in 
biblical language. I should have done so.) 

Now, there it is in a nutshell. God’s 
finest blessings come to the man who an- 
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swers God’s call at ence, and does what God 
wants him todo. The call for some kind of 
service may come late in life, or early; but 
to respond, and do it—that’s living ’s 


way. 
i cited the case of a man who has refused 


‘to heed God’s clear call for thirty years, and 


is anunhappy man in consequence. put 
the matter as straight as + pak when I 
said : God is calling and will call you fellows 
to service. W the kind of service he 
calls you to do will be wanted in the morning 
of your life, or at noon, or in the latter part, 
be minute-men, and when he calls, answer ! 
For that kind of obedience he has only one 
kind of reward, and that is the best he ever 
gives to anybody. 

1 had the boys read back to me from the 
slips they had in their hands the statement I 
had written, and then I asked each boy to 
take the slip away with him. And within a 
week I shall send to each boy some little 
reminder of our lesson, for they are sfrangers 
to me, and we are not likely to meet again. 


Home Work on Next Week's Lesson 

1. What prophecy did Jesus utter con 
cerning himself as he went up to Jerusalem ? 
2. What request did the woman make con 
cerning her two sons? 3. What kind of a 
kingdom did she evidently expect Christ to 
establish? 4. What test did Jesus put to the 
two young men? Tell about it in your own 
language, not in the language of the Bible. 
5. ready to explain, just as clearly as 

sible, the distinction which Jesus made 
orecses rulers of earthly kingdoms and 
rulers of the heavenly kingdom. (See vs. 
25-27.) 6. In what way did Jesus use his 
own life as an example of how the new king 
dom was to be maintained? (v. 28.) 


DetTroIT, MICH. 








The Adult Bible Class—By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 
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ConbuctinG THe CLASs SEsston. ~ 


a) eee should not forget. the reviewing 


of the first-half of the Gospel in its in- 

terest in the noble. teachings to which 
.we are now giving consideration, Let us be 
careful to-carry the whole Gospel with us all 
the way. , Its first three sections (1,: 1 to 2: 
235 3:1 to4:16; 4:17 to 16; 20) have 
been thoroughly surveyed, and the third, 
which set forth the proclamation of the Mes- 
sianic ministry, considered in its sixfold di- 
vision ; typical discourses (5-7), representa- 
tive works (8: 1 to 9: 34), the expansion of 
the ministry through the Twelve (9: 35 to 
11:1), the varied hindrances and miscon- 
ceptions which blocked the active ministry 
(11: 2 to 14 +12), the climax of public con- 
fidence (14 : 13-36), the bitter Pharisaic op- 
position which forced a crisis (15: 1 to 16: 
20). The secret of a grasp of the Gospel is 
the continual review of this older material in 
its general connection. 

The student of this beautiful parable con- 
cerning the Laborers in the Vineyard, some- 
times known as the Hours, must go back to 
the preceding narrative. It was really the 
answer to a question, caused by cértain cir- 
cumstances. The rich young ruler could 
not stand the test of discipleship which Jesus 
set for him. Our Lord, sympathizing with 
the severity of the temptation, turned to his 
disciples and said that the rich had great 
difficulty in entering the kingdom of heaven. 
Peter, responding with his usual sensitive 
quickness to this thought, suggested that 
something extra good should be awarded: to 
those who had met sucha test. ‘* We have 
forsaken all,’’ said he, ‘‘ what, then, shall 
we have?’ Jesus replied directly by as- 
Suring them that ample compensation for all 
present loss would come to every true dis- 
ciple. Whatever their. Master was striving 
for should be theirs also. But Jesus also 
included in his answer a kindly but keen re- 
buke to the spirit of bargaining for service 
which Peter’s question had exhibited, or, at 
least, suggested. 

The great question for a disciple is whether 
he is working for wages of some sort, or be- 
cause he longs to promote the growth of -the 
kingdom. Is he a Christian for what he can 
get out of it, or because he. cannot be any- 
thing else? Is he measuring his service on 
an eight-hour basis or by the opportunities 
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_,On the ‘Way to Jerusalem : the Laborers in the Vineyard (Matt. 20: 1-16), ; 
‘> ers in -sefvice 


Awieteu bh 2 yo t i $ 
ervir é not. invariably to be esti- 
mated! it ceohdante with tite’ time spent in 
activity. . Thus ning the striking‘ parable 
‘with which Jesus illustrated hiis saying, “The 
last shall be first, and the first last.’’ 


.The:parable is interesting in many ways, 
but its broad lesson ‘is.clear, and must not be 
‘sidetracked, Ae ae, 


’ 


A master hires relays of then at various 
hours, making an agreement with those who 
were to work all day, promising fair treat- 
ment to the others, At nightfall:al] were 
paid alike, to the apart and anger of 
those who had worked all day long. But 
thé master claimed @ right to pay as he 
chose, so long as no one had less than he 
had been promised. 

This raises several interesting questions. 

First : Can one be paid for spiritual serv- 
ice on a time basis? . Can God promise more 
to the man who has been a Christian for ten 
years than to the man who has just begun the 
Christian life? Do they,each receive the 
same reward ? 

Secondly: Is there anything in the long 
service itself at which the workers should 
have rejoiced? Which was really better off, 
the man who had worked all day,—that is to 
say, had been responsiye all his life to God’s 
will and had been actively at work in his 
world, or the man who was a beginnér in 
Christian experience? Whatsort of satis- 
faction comes through service ? 

Thirdly : What is the only motive that fills 
service with satisfaction? Can the one who 
is working ‘for wages alone get the highest 
pleasure out of his work? Can he get such 
‘pleasure without a sort of self-forgetfulness ? 

The true spirit of service makes little of 
the exact wages, but much of the opportu- 
nity. The ministry or missionary service 
will ever claim the choicest spirits because 
they furnish the maximum of chance for 
service to God and man, never because they 
offer a rich material reward. The true 
sailor on the warship pities his comrades 
who could not get into the battle. ‘* While 
men are applauding,’’ says Dods, ‘‘ the great - 
workers who ostentatiously wipe the sweat 
from their brows and pant so you.ciin bear 
them across the whole field, God is regard- 
ing an unnoticed worker, who feels he is 
doing little, who. is ashamed that any one 
should see his work, who bitterly regrets he 


that come his way? These are questions | Can do no more, who could not name a coin 


which call for earnest consideration, 


Lead- | 


( Continued on next page, third column) 
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Books that Help : 
‘To a Clearer Understanding 
of the Bible | 





Ancestry of Our English 

Bible, The 
By Professor Ina M, Price, Uni- 
versity of Chicago. 
treatment of the story of the various 
versions of the Bible. Profusely 
illustrated. Widely used as a text- 
book, Equally suited to the ref- 
erence library of. the every-day 
Bible student. $1.50. 


Studies in Oriental Social Life 
By H. Ciay-TrumBui, D.D. A 
rich fund of side-lights. on Bible 
characters and customs as studied 
in the life of the East by a keen- 
eyed American scholar who knew 
how to see and say the things that 
every one wants to know about 
Oriental customs, Popular edition, 
$1.50. 


Our Misunderstood Bibie 

By H. Cray TrumBuLt. This 
volume has gathered into compact 
form many of the comments re- 
sulting from Dr. Trumbull’s critical 
study of well-known Scripture pas- 
sages, and reverses some common 
notions about Bible meanings, 
while illuminating obscure passages 
that have puzzled many. $1.00. 


Panorama of Creation, The 
By Davip L. HoLprook. A clear 
exposition of the relation between 
the Bible'story of creation and the 
records as deciphered by. scientists, 
50 cents, , 


Chronology. in.the Bible. 
By Professor WILLIS J. BEECHER, 
D.D,, of Auburn Theo peical Semi- 
nary. A brief study of the sources 
and principles of Bible chronology, 
with a comparative chart of the 
kings of Judah and Israel, Assyria, 
and Babylon, Just the help needed 
to clear up confusion as to Bible 
dates and events. 25 cents, 


Archeology’s Solution of 

Oid Testament Puzzles 
How Pick and Spade are Answer. 
ing the Destructive Criticism of 
the’ Bible. By the Rev. JoHN 
UrQUHART. You have wanted 
just such a book to bring within 
small compass some of the chief re- 
sults of archeological work. Cloth 
covers ; 60 pages, 30 cents. 


A. scholarly . 


Deity of Jesus Christ, The 

By S. W. Prati, D.D. The topic 
the book’ is discussed from the 

eer of the pans ry according 
to John, and is a careful analysis o 
that Gospel. 50 cents. 

Light on the 

Old Testament from Babel 
By the Rev. A. T. CLay, Ph.D. An 
authoritative statement of the re- 
sults of recent archeological dis- 
coveries; and the light they throw 
on Old Testament history. ‘The 
book is abundantly illustrated, 


many of the pictures never having - 


_ been published before. $2.00. 


Amurru, the Home of 
the Northern Semites 


By Pror. A. T. CLay, University 
of Pennsylvania, A study showing 
that the religion und culture of Is- 
rael are not of Babylonian origin. 
The views of the critics who would 
dissipate the Bible into Babylonian 
myths are not only proved to be 
without foundation, but the origin 
of Israel’s religion as set forth in 
the Old Testament is substantiated. 
$1.25. 


Outline Harmony 

of the Gospels 
By ProFessor M. B, RippLE. An 
eight-page pamphlet printed on fine 
paper, showing the events of the 
Gospel story, places and dates and 
location in each Gospel, in parallel 
columns,. 10 cents. Folded within 


‘Hi stiff covers,’ 25 cents. 


Story of the 
Revised New Testament, The 


By MATTHEW Brown ‘RIDDLE, 

‘one of the Revisers. An account 
of the purpose, plan, and methods 
of the Revisers, with comments on 
some of the important changes. 75 
cents, 


Dated Events 
of the Oid Testament 
By Professor WILLIs_ J. BEECHER, 
D.D.°A scholarly treatise. Chrono- 
logical tables, accompanied ‘by ex- 
haustive explanatory notes. An in- 
- dispensable: handbook for the care- 
ful studént, teacher, or preacher. 


$1.50. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL Times COMPANY, 1031 Walnut Street, PHILADELPHIA, PA, 


Seo AIAN searierat 














of your class. 


Single copy . . . . 
25 copies . 
5° copies . 





You Can Know More 
About the Gospel of Matthew 
Than Ever Before 


And nothing will help you more in gaining a well-balanced, readily grasped, 
absolutely natural and unforced outline of the book, its message, origin, and 
normal divisions than President F. K. Sanders’ booklet, 


**How to Make the Most of the Year 
in the Gospel According to Matthew ”’ 


You will want the booklet for your own use. 


You will want to give it to members 


It contains valuable hints, too, on the teaching of a class, and it 
gives a selected list of important books on the year’s study in Matthew. 


« Io cents. 
- $2.00. 
- $3.50. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 1031 Walnut Street, PHILADELPHIA, Pa, 
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( Continued Jrom preceding page) 
small enough to pay him, but who is per- 
fectly sure that the Master he serves is well 
worth serving. It is thus that the first be- 
comes last, and the last first. 

Does it follow that all of those who seem 
to be foremost shall come out the last ? Must 
we take the cynical view, and be contemptu- 
ous of human nature? . Think of a man like 
Lincoln, the great servant of the American 


n, in serving. 

this , then, encourage a late 
|, entrance into the Christian vineyard? What 
does it suggest as the best time to begin? 
What are some of the ways in which. we may 
be put at work? What is the important test 
of the acceptableness and value of our. 
service ? 


logon man who grew great, as did Wash- 


Booxs THAT MAY BE READ, 


On the interpretation of a parable there is 
no better reterence than Dod’s ‘* Parables of 
our Lord.”’. ‘This one > found in venoms 
II (pp. 153-170). Another competent vol- 
aby Py of Goebel’s ** Parables of Jesus ’’ 
(pp. 298-324), or Bruce’s ‘*The Parabolic 
‘Teaching of Christ.’’ _Taylor’s ** Parables of 
Christ’? is an old volume, but one full of 
rich suggestion, 

Holtzmann’s ‘* Life of Jesus’’ (p, 209), 
Horton’s ‘* Devotional Commentary on Mat- 
thew ’’ (pp. 178-181), or. Miller’s -** Devo- 
tional liours with Matthew ’’ (pp. 208-214), 


|-and Plummer’s ‘‘ Exegetical Commentary on 


Matthew,”’ are each very useful, and full of 
practical hints. 


Dai_y HoME WORK ON THE NEXT LESSON. 


This daily home work is for every member of 
the class, and for the leader as well, It offers 
an inviting, simple, yet systematic and thor- 
ough preparation on the coming lesson, while 
the daily readings may also be used for devo- 
tional meditation, and as selections for family 
worship. If faithfully used, the plan will lead 
one into an appreciation and enjoyment of the 
lessons possible in no other way. 


Lesson for August 21: Matthew 20 : 17-34. 

Monday.— Read Matthew 20: (7-19 
with Mark 10: 32 and Luke 18: 34. Is it 
always true that unwelcome truths are hard 
to realize? ; ; 

Tuesday.—Read Matthew 20 : 20-28. Are 
we ambitious of honor in the kingdom of 


| God, or aré we ready to’ share in the cup 


which our Master drank ? 

Wednesday.—Read Matthew 2o : 29-34, 
adding Mark 10: 46-48, and Luke 18: 43. 
What a glad response should be in the heart 
of every one who hears the voice of Jesus 
calling to him. 

Thursday.—Read Luke 19 : I-10 about 
the conversion of Zacchzus, another episode 
of this visit to Jericho. His recognition by 
Jesus brought into life his worthiest and no- 
blest self. 

Friday. — Read Luke 19 : 11-28, the par- 
able of the pounds, assigned also to this 
period. 

Saturday.— Read Philippians 2 : 
about the mind of Christ. 
joy and must be ours. 

Sunday.—Read 1 Peter 1 : 13-25, a pas- 
sage which helps us to realize what the dis- 
ciples were unable to understand. 


WasHBuRN CoLLeces, Topeka, Kansas. 
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Ask Marion Lawrance ! 








DOTHAN, ALA.—Will you give me the bene- 
fit of your ideas as to the propriety of paying 
for the ota jay-school 
out of the school’s treasufy, which is made up, 
of course, of the regular Sunday offerings? I 
believe most heartily in the picric, and think it 
has a spiritual as well as a recreative value. In 
behalf of the custom may be urged the spiritual 

the Lord of the 
offerings they had brought upon the part of the 
Jews, and the ready convenience of this method. 
Yet I cannot get rid of the feeling that it is 
playing ‘‘ Indian giver’’ with the Lord bya 
selfish appropriation of funds dedicated to him, 
especially when the expense of the picnic 
amounts to something like twenty percent of 
the school’s contributions for the year. — 
G. F. B. 


they are:good picnics. If they are good for 
a school, there is nothing wrong in paying 
the necessary expense for them out of ‘the 
same fund that pays the other expenses of 
the school. 
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Picnics are good for a Sunday-school if 
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the whole it would be better to pay the ex- 
penses of a picnic, the results of which are 
personal pleasure and sociability, out of a 
special fund contributed for that purpose. It 
would come out of the same pockets nt 
way, as in the other case, but no one could 
say then that his money was contributed for 
one purpose and used for another. 
In my Toledo school the money was 
largely raised by special subscription. 
‘ BUFFALO, N. Y.—Will you kindly send me 
or npn as veyg nd I can obtain — best 
elp on grading a Sunday-school covering a 
fall plan for changing over a school that is ow 
using the International Lessons? Also cover- 
ing what to teach in each grade ; what. basis to 
use for grading, whether age or intelligence ? 
a give _onaseotions on course of study to use. 


The New Graded Lesson Course, issued 
by the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion, adapted to the various years of child- 
hood and youth, affords a splendid basis for 
grading. There is none better. 

The Beginners Department covers ages 
four and five with lessons for euch year; the 
Primary Department, the years six, seven, 
and eight, with a separate series for each 
year ; the Junior, the years nine, ten, eleven, 
and twelve; the Intermediate, the years 
thirteen, fourteen, fifteen, and sixteen; the 
Senior, the remainder ofthe ‘‘ teen ’’ age; and 
the Adult Department, or Division, all over 
the ‘‘teen’’ age. 

Your denominational publishing house 
will supply you with helps for all of-these 
departments, though the. Graded. Lessons 
are not out for all of the years of any depart- 
ment, but you can start with the first year of 
the Beginners, Primary, Junior, and Inter- 
mediate. The first three are ready for use, 
and the fourth will be this fall. 

I know of nothing better in the study-line 
for a graded school than the International 
Graded Lessons, if you want to have a dif- 
ferent lesson in each department, and this is 
my understanding of your question. 





Los ANGELES, CAL.—Will the first year of 
work for the Intermediate Department 

be ready in time for adoption in ourschools on 
October 1, 1910? Can you inform.me as to 
the ground it will cover, the topics, and the 
portions of the Bible; and from what, point of 
view cénsideréd? Does it provide for instruc- 
tion on the theme of missions in any systematic 


way? : : 
Our promotions from one department to the 
next take place on.Children’s Day (the middle 


or end of June). We hope to begin the graded 
work in the Intermediate Department this year, 
as was done in the Elementary and Junior De- 
partments last year. To that end, our teachers 
will wish to make some preparation for the 
work. Hence the foregoing questions. 

Would it be a good idea to take up Trull's 
Missionary Studies or Uganda's White Man 
of Work, or a similar work, with the incoming 
classes in the Intermediate Department during 
July, August, and September, beginning the 
Graded Course in October ?—M. B. D. 

The first year of lessons for the Interme- 
diate Department were placed in the hands 
of the publishers and lesson-help writers in 
January, 1910, The understanding is that 
those having ma of these publications 
will have them ready for use by October 1. 

The lessons for the first year are divided 
into three sections: 1. Biographical Stud- 
ies in the Old Testament, with the Geograph- 
ical and Historical Background (Lessons 
1-39). 2. Studies of Religious Leaders in 
North American History (Lessons 40- 48). 
3. Studies of Temperance Leaders in North 
American History (Lessons 49-52). 

The Bible lessons are taken from Genesis, 
with selections also from Exodus, Joshua, 
Judges, Numbers, Deuteronomy, with cor- 
roborating Scriptures in the New Testament. 
There are also lessons from 1 and 2 Samuel 
and 1 and 2 Kings, likewise from some of 
the major and minor prophets. Lessons 
from 40 to 48 take up the study of John Rob- 
inson, Roger Williams, John Eliot, Wiliiam 
Penn, Samuel J. Mills, with four other rep- 
resentative heroes to be selected by the vari- 
ous denominational bodies. The temperance 
lessons have a Bible mgs guns but there 
is also) biographic study of John B, Gough, 
Neal Dow, and Frances E. Willard. 

You will notice the missionaries studied 
are all from the home field, except those that 
may be recommended by the denominations 
in the four lessons allowed for that purpose. 
It would therefore balance up your work 
nicely if you would set your intermediates to 
work on Uganda’s White Man of Work dur- 
ing the summer months; / You could hardly 


‘I quite agree -with you, however, that-on | make a better Selection, 
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_ LESSON FOR AUGUST 14 (Matt. 20: 





An Opportunity for 
College Men 





HERE are few college men in the coun- 


, if deepest thoughts were known, 
: shalt at een to wake x coal con- 


tribution in making the world better for hav- 
ing lived. Individuals may differ as to how 
his may be attained, but the judg- 


this objective 
ment of the college man of to-day upon one 
not ng such a motive to some 


“would emphatically be -that he is selfish, 


shallow, empty-headed, and a ‘‘ quitter ’’ in- 
deed. 


However, there are too few whose con- 
ception of life is that life’s work has begun, 
and that some of the test opportunities 
for attaining life’s highest motive lie, not in 
that somewhat dim and distant future, but 
are here now, to-day, this week, next month, 
this coming vacation. 

Students of the boy problem of this coun- 
try are practically agreed that the largest 
single and the dominating influence of the 
boy life of this country is the college and 
university influence,—and what is this but the 
combined influence of college. students? We 
do not question the fact that it has been the 
worst in college life, and not the best, that has 
characterized this dominating influence, but 
this has been due to the ‘‘ sporty ’’ elements 
in our colleges and the inactivjty of the bet- 
ter class of students. The writer most em- 


phatically contends that the boy life of this 


country is quite as susceptible to the best 
influences of college as it is to the worst, 


seria this influence is clothed in real 


esh and blood. 

I apreal to the thirty-five thousand college 
students who were in Bible classes this past 
year to do for ‘the boy life of this country 
what no other force can do, and to do the 
greatest thing that one group of men can do 
for another, or that one individual can do for 
another, —namely, be the means of kindling 
character in the lives of boys and young men 
that we come in contact with this sum- 
mer. . : fname y 9 
‘4d f-each student will do what sonie students 


“@id Tast sumimer, we may together block the 
" attack of these coll 
‘not been the best, but éstablish such ‘an ag- 


influences which’ have 


gressive influence for righteousness and all 
that is best that thousands of boys, now hos- 
tile or mdifferent to the claims of Christ, may 
be won to a hearty loyalty to him: 

One student who was at the Geneva Con- 
ference last year was ambitious to do some- 
thing during the summer, but he had to work 
on the farm six miles from town, At first it 
seemed there was nothing that he could do. 
He discovered, however, that there was no 
Sunday-school in the community. The use 
of a schoolhouse was secured, a Sunday- 
school was organized, and the college stu- 
dent became the superintendent of the school 
and the teacher of the young men’s class. 

A second student who had been in a 
Bible class at college went out on the plains 
for the summer where his only associates 
were the cowboys. He was able to organ- 
ize a Bible class of eleven of these rough and 
ready fellows,.who know no physical fear, 
but who are, nevertheless, susceptible to the 
higher claims of life. At the end of the 
summer the leader of this class was com- 
pletely overwhelmed by the ovation that his 
class gave him. 

A third student spent his summer with a 
surveying gang. It was a tough experience 
for him, but he had his nerve with him. Be- 


’ fore two weeks had passed the entire group 


had taken up together the study of the Book 
of John. 

A fourth came home to his own town to 
spend the summer. He found that a group 
of boys in his own Sunday-school was with- 
out a teacher, and most of the once enthusi- 
astic class were scattered and losing interest. 
He gathered the fellows together, organized 
a baseball team, arranged for the entire class 
to go on a camping outing together for four 
days, aroused their enthusiasm for studying 
the Word of God, and, at the close of the 
summer, when he went back to college, left 
the most enthusiastic class in the entire 
school, 

We owe much to our home communities, 
and is it asking teo much for us to go out 
from our colleges, thirty-five thousand 
strong, to be real spiritual powers in the 
lives of the boys and young men of this 
country? There is a different group of boys 
for each student to help. They may not 
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| come to us, but we may go to them, It isa 
highly multiplying rtunity. It may be 
a work that lasts. Will some group of boys 
have a real friend in you?—A. /. Elliott, 
Western Secretary the Student Depart- 
ment Y. M. C, A., Kankakee, Iii. 





| Children at Home ] 


Robert’s Playmates 4 
By Hilda Richmond 


- AMMA! What do think ? 
Robert won’t let us pisy with his 
new ball,’’ said Ethel. ‘* He says 

he’s too big to play with us little children, 

since he’s seven years old.’’ 

‘* And, mamma, he says the big boys have 
asked him to bring his baseball and bat to 
the commons to play with them. Can’t we 
go, too?”’ asked . 

**No, dearie, you are too little,’’ said Mrs. 
Holland. ‘You children play nicely here 
together until I get my peaches canned, and 
then we will have a little tea party.’’ 

**You can’t play ball, Ralph,’’ said Rob- 
ert, coming into the sitting-room just then, 
** You stay and have a time with Ethel. 
I can’t be bothered loo ing after you.”’ 

Of course Ralph and Ethel cried to go 
along, when hé marched out of the gaie 
with his baseball outfit that Uncle Frank had 
sent for his birthday, and the bag of marbles 
swinging from his arta that his mamma had 
given him. He wanted to take some of his 
other gifts to play with, but Mrs. Holland 
said the marbles and ball outfit would do for 
his first day with the older lads, and Robert 
walked along in a very important way, whis- 
tling as. he went, 

*tHello, Robert! Just in time for a 
game !’’ cried the boys of ten and eleven, 
who were getting ready on the commons for 
a game of’ball. « ** That’s a dandy ball! Let 
us try it!”’ 

‘Pll try the. glove,’’-said another boy, 
carelessly, putting the new glove on his dirty 
hand...,.‘¢ Yes, I think I, can..use it. Ro 
you run off there and look out for stray balls. 
Hustle along now!” .. . +. " 

Robert saw his cherished possessions di- 
vided around among the boys, while he stood 
in the hot sunshine looking for balls that came 
his way... He was soon tired and cross, and 
very warm, and could see no fun in the game 
at all. 

‘*J—I don’t like you to spoil my glove 
like that,’’ he ventured to say as he saw the 
dirt from the muddy ball on it. ‘And 1 
don’t like to have my new ball rolled in the 
mud.’’ 

‘“‘Then take your things, baby, and go 
home !’’ said the boys, throwing his poor 
soiled outfit down before him. ‘‘ Run along, 
new. Wecan’t be bothered with you any 
longer.’’ 

Robert picked up his things and went 
home with great tears streaming down his 
cheeks. What would Uncle Frank and Aunt 
Amy and all of them say when they heard 
how their. gifts were spoiled? He could 
scarcely see the crooked little path across 
the commons for the big tears. Under the 
apple-trees he could see several little dinner 
parties going on, though he knew it was only 
one that the tears multipled. Of course the 
little children would not want him now, and 
he would have nobody to-play with again in 
his life. 

**Come on, Robbie{ You are just in 
time,’’ cried Ethel. ‘*We saw you coming 
and waited. We have the loveliest pink 
lemonade you ever saw.. Mamma made it, 
and Mrs. Packer sent the dearest tarts, 
Hurry up!”’ 

The tears disappeared in a hurry, and soon 
five happy children were sitting around the 
little table eating tarts and drinking lemon- 
ade just as if there were no big boys in the 
whole world. 

‘*Mamma, isn’t it nice they let me come 
back ?’’ said Robert as his mamma came out 
with a plate of tiny sugared cookies. ‘I 
think they are the best playmates any boy 
ever had.’’ 

**] thought you would decide in that way 
when you went to play with the big boys,’’ 
said his mother. ‘‘They are very kind to 
take you back, and I hope will always re- 
member it.’’ 

**I will,”’ said Robert, soberly. 
glad they want me again.” 

KENTON, OH1IOo, 
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ou buy 
Biscuit at 


your own grocer’s or 
atan unknownshopa 
thousand miles away 
—you snow the con- 
tents of the a 


are just 


as they left 


the oven—fresh, crisp, 
untainted, unsullied. 
You always know 
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(Never Sold ‘ii’ Bulle) 


BF a Package 


NATIONAL BISCUIT COMPANY 














EDUCATIONAL 


The Bible School at Montrose, Pa. 


R. A. TORREY, Superintendent 


Two months of solid, systematic study of the Eng- 
lish Bible during July.and August. Classes open at 
any time for enrolment. No tuition fees, Subjects: 
** Bible Doctrines,” “* The Use of the Bible in Personal 
Work,” “‘ Studies of th f the Bible,” ¢ i 





Che Sanday School Gimes 
Philadelphia, July 30, 1910 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
second-class matter,”” 





in the Prophetic Word,” “‘ The Evangelistic Message 
of the Bible.”” Christian workers’ Conference August 
Mahy 28th. For full particulars address 


y, Executive Secretary, Montrose, Pa. 


THE HA ) SCHOOL OF 
RELIGIOUS 


AGOGY 

Adva Course for uates of Colleges and 
Theological Seminaries. ‘his leads toa cease 

Diploma Course ung men and women 
for positions as salaried ible pa superintendents, 
primary superi d » norma! teachers, 
taries, missionary workers and pastors” assistants. 
26th year ins September 28, 1910, Address, Tue 
Dean, Hartford, Conn, 


THE GORDON SCHOOL, "283" 
» MASS, 
Offers to Christian young men and women, free of 
charge, two — training for Christian work. Eleven 
professors, Fall term opens October 12, 1910. Address 
Dr. W. B. BOGGS, Dean, East Northfield, Mass. 


CHICAGO, 


on uest to chur 
THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO., NEW YORK or 























In ordering goods, or in. making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times. 
















Better let them hurt than sisk blood-poisoning 
bv cutting. But you don’t need to either. 
A-Ceorn ve isthe quick safe cure. 


15 eentea at druggists or by mail 


Giant Chemical Co., Philadelphia. 





Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. ‘These rates include postage: 


Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, 75 cents each, per year. 


S 1.00 One copy, or any number of 
: ° copies less than five, $1.00 each, 
per year. One copy, five years, $4.00. 
To Canada, on account of extra postage, 
the above rates become $1 and $1.50 respect- 
ively, for yearly subscriptions. ~ 


One free copy addi- 
Free Copies tional will a Sacer 


for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate, 


The Sunday School Times, including 
the monthly Graded Course Edition, 
$1.50 per year; clubs of five or more copies, 
$1.25 per year, To Canada the above rates 
become $2.00 and $1.50 respectively for 
yearly subscriptions. For Great Britain the 
above rates become 9 shillings and 8 shillings 
respectively. 4 

_ The pager is mot sent to any subscriber beyond the 
time paid for, except by special request. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the paper to 


enable all the teachers of a school toexamine it, will 
be sent free upon application. 


THE Sunpay Scoot. Timxs Co., Publishers, 





1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

















This fean M. D. is Docter Brown, 
Who fares but ilf'in Spotiess Town. 
The town is so extremely clean 

It is no wonder hie is lean. 

He's lost all patients now, you know, 
Because they use SAPOLIO. 


Health and dirt cannot exist tos 
ther. If a housewife wants the 
octor in frequent attendance, and 
big bills coming in constantly, all she 


her. If, on the contrary, she wants 
health, and a pleasant home with no 
dread of Doctors, let her buy 


SAPOLIO 


and easily keep every thing clean. 


A Cent Well Spent 


is creating a literature of inspiration and service 
Ts, adult 


Bible stye ogee ‘aewh Maeda 


ee 
reatet efficiency in stian work. Oily 
feeded books have an pie On our jist. You 
ve ftiends who wom be glad to have some 
of these books as gifts. Your own equipment 
for Christian service calls for good books of 
rmanent value. _ Such books we publish. 
hy not. own some of them? Send postal- 
card request for catalog. 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL ‘TIMEs Co., 
to3t Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


























Wise Words 
A Physician on Food 


A physician out in Oregon has views 
about food. .He says: 

‘*T have always believed that the duty 
of the physician does not cease with 


treating the sick, but that we owe it to 


humanity to teach them how to protect 
their health, especially by hygienic and 
ietetic laws. 

** With such a feeling as to my duty, I 
e great pleasure in saying to the pub- 
that in my own experience, and also 
m personal observation, I have found 
food to equal Grape-Nuts, and that I 
d there is almost no limit to the great 
nefit this food will.bring when used in 
cases of sickness and convalescence. 
‘It is my experience that no physical 
dition forbids the use of Grape-Nuts. 
persons in health there is nothing so 
nourishing aud acceptable to the stom- 
ach, especially at breakfast, to start the 
machinery of ‘the human system on the 
day's work. In cases of indigestion, I 
know that a complete breakfast can be 
made of Grape-Nuts and cream, and I 
think it is necessary not to overload the 
stomach at the ~morning meal. I also 
know the great value of Grape-Nuts 
when the stomach is too weak to digest 
other food. 

“This is written after an experience 
ef more than twenty years treating all 
manner of chronic and acute diseases, 
and the letter is written voluntarily on 
my pert. without any request for it.” 

ead the little book, ‘‘The Road to 
Wellville,” in pkgs. ‘‘ There’sa Reason.” 

Ever read the above letter? Anew 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 













thas to do is to let the dirt get ahead of}. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday August 14, 1910. 
Do you let God plan your life? 
( Jet, 10 : 23; Prov. 3 : 1-10,) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
MON.-—Self-will (Jas. 4 : 13-17 ; Prov. 27: 


1). 
TUES.—God's will (Matt. 6 : 10; Job. 23: 


13,14). 
Wep.—Each life planned (Eph. 2: 10). 
THUR.—A man who would (Luke 13 ; 16- 


at). 
FR1I.—Sent forth to work (John 17 : 1-4; 


Exod. 3 : 10). 
SaT.—Do we submit? ( Jas. 4:7; Eph. 5: 
24). 











Give a Bible instance of self-will. 
Show that obedience is peace, life, joy. 
Trace suffering to violations of God's pian. 


OD has a plan for every human life, 


ever preached in America on this very theme 
‘¢ Every Man’s Life a Plan of God.’’ That 
sermon has been printed in a leaflet and can 
be obtained for a postage stamp from the Rev. 
H. H., Sweets, Secretary, 232 Fourth Avenue, 
Louisville, Ky. Nothing better could be 
done to make this meeting helpful than to 
send for a copy of this sermon and have parts 
of it read. . 

There are three possibilitiés open to each 
one of us. We may do our own will, we 
may do the will of some one else, we may do 
God’s will. - Many of us make plans for our- 
selves and seek to carry them out to what we 
regard as success. But how foolish this is! 


minutes which may indicate that our plan 
must be widely changed,.. and: yet it may be 


will be twisted” in consequence, 
same thing will happé 
for we shall nevér know enough to be able to 


sted to the millions of circumstances 
which we cannot foresee. 

The only right and reasonable and safe and 
strong way to live is in accordance with the 
plan of God. His will for us is the best will. 
| No other principle can guide us so surely and 
so easily as that.” **I had other> plans in 
view,’’ said Hugh Beaver in 1895 about his 
plans for his life work,.‘* but. for about three 
years I have been calling for hymn No.. 107 





ings I have attended—‘ My Jesus, as thou 
| wilt,’ and it seemed that the spirit of the 
| hymn should be a guide to me in this the first 
| call ‘that has cost me very much to obey. So 
| you will find me next year, if God permits, 

doing what I can, with his help, in our Penn- 
sylvania colleges.’’ 

And a few months later he wrote the fol- 
lowing deed of consecration on the back of a 
White Cross pledge : 

** Kutztown, Pa., Nov. 16, ’95. 
*¢¢ Just as I am,—Thy love unknown 
Has broken every barrier down ; 


Now to be Thine, yea Thine alone 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.’ 


‘*This 16th day of November, 1895, I, 
Ilugh McA, Beaver, do of my own. free will; 
give myself, all that I am and have, entirely, 
unteservedly and unqualifiedly to him, whom 
having not seen I love, on whom, though 
now I see him not, I believe. Bought with 
a price, I give myselfto him who at the 
cost of his own blood purchased me. Now 
committing myselfto~him whois able to 

ard me Fcom stumbling and to set_ me be- 
ore the presence of his glory without blemish 
in exceeding joy, I trust myself to him, for 
all things, to be used as he shall see fit where 
he shall see fit. Sealed by the Holy Spirit, 
filled with the peace of God that passeth un- 
derstanding, .to. Him .be all. glory, world 
without end. Amen. 

‘*Hugh McA. Beaver. 
**Jan. 19, ’96, Phil. 4: 19.’’ 

Only as we surrender thus to God’s plan 
shall we know the life of victory and success. 
Only those can.-prevail. who rare on, God’s 
side. . And there is no failure with those whe 
follow him. 





Years ago Horace Bushnell preached’ 
one of the’most wonderful sermons 


We cannot predict what will happen in five | | 


too late then to change it and our whole life, 
nse . And the, 
‘a thousand times over, 


arre out a plan for ourselves which will be 
ju 


of Gospel Hymns No. 5 in about all the:meet- | 
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mee ery ‘ 


“FPRPLOIBE EERE? 


Pyare 


our entire existence. 
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the Sovereign Food Tonic 


The Late 
King Edward’s Physician 
Dr. Ernest Ott, Marien- 
bad: “1 have been using 
Sanatogen. for. a number 
of years in my practise 
with excellent results. 
‘These results have been 
notably good in the case 
of elderly people when it 
was desirable to build up 
the strength, to stimulate 
the bodily functions, and 
to improve the circulation 
the blood.”’ 





The Czar of Russia’s 
Private Physician 

Dr. Ferchmin: “My 
daughter, who was very 
nervous and anzmic, has 
been greatly benefited by 
the prolonged use of San- 
atogen. Her appetite im- 
proved, her weight in- 
creased, and the color 


fealthier  °*™* “Gotse semen, real bécause their, 

. ; of Austria’s 
investigations have satisfied them Prifats Physicien s 
ithat it isthe scienti 


healthier.”” 


Tha Kthy of 
Ataly’s 
e.. ©. of Quiriee;: . “I 
with tharked er 
the case of weakly chil- 


dren, and in convales- 
cence after long illnesses. 
ya Reed 





gen a 
most excellent tonic 
food.”” 


Send for Dr. 


Get Sanatogen from your druggist—tf not obtainable from him, write 
THE BAUER CHEMICAL COMPANY, 522 Evérett Building, New York 


Physicians to Royalty. 


- most influential rulers upon that 





(Lesson tor AUGUST 14) JULY 30, 1910. 


Endorse 


EALTH of the monarch is 
of national—even uwniver- 
sal—importance. His care 

is one of the nation's heaviest re- 
sponsibilities.’ His medical ad- _ Su 
viser is always a man of highest Dr 
scientific attainments and strict- 
est integrity, who endorses only 
those preparations which beyond 
a shadow of doubt are safe and 
beneficial, 


togen. 


the physicians to six of Europe's 
wonderful. brain and body re- y'Zc% 
vitalizer+.. 


Sanatogen 


THE FOOD NIG 
These eminent atithorities en- 


‘and worthy } sant 
have 


aie 


“preparation for tired, worn-out 
merves © and » debilitated, over- 
worked bodies - we ful 
source of strength nd ehdur- 
ance. 

but voices the sentimeiits 6f more 
than 12,000 practising physicians 
the. world over. Such proof must. 
be conclusive that Sanatogen is 
the logical food tonic for you. 


C. W. Saleeby’s Book, “ The Will To Do.”” 


tonic. 


The of Saxony’s 
Private Paysicion 

eon General Prot. 
. Tillmanns: “I am, 
and shall always be, a 
great admirer of Sana- 


Here is the written opinion of arcae Prineee Phyciclen 

Professor Tobold,M.D.: 
ience 
ct that patients suf- 
fering from nervous ex- 
haustion after influenza, 
a common occurrence, 
and who present 
troublesome symptoms of 
neurasthenia, by using 
Sanatogen, in a compara- 
tively short time regain 
strength and vitality.” 


General Dr. 
Ea 


: ranting 4 
‘recommend it 
And their’ efidorsement [htre be Sy o® thon. 
oughly convinced that it 
is. an excellent food- 
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This internationally famous physician-writer has published an exceedingly interesting book, ‘‘ The 
Will To Do,’’ a copy of which we want to send you with our compliments. It tells some surprisingly 
| new things ebout the strenuous fife we lead and the important relation of the nervous system to 
it lays down seme new rules for health and hygiene, and will afferd you an 
interesting and instructive half-hour's reading. We will mail you a copy free on request. 
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Men and Missions 


The stirring story of a newspaper man's observation of missions and 
missionary problems around the world, and a wealth of actual missionary 
methods for the men of the churches. 


A Man’s Book on a Man’s Job 


By William T. Ellis 


$1.00 





bi. Missionary Methods 


For Sunday-School Workers 


A practical working manual for every Sunday-school, big. or, little, 
designed to show officers and teachers just how missionary instruction may 
be introduced. and conducted interestingly. 


By George H. Trull 


50 cents 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL Times COMPANY, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 














